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News

● Update of European Strategy 
● In May CERN Council adopted the European Strategy of Particle Physics confirming the importance

of HL-LHC and the FCC-ee as next flagship project at CERN
● The complete statement is here 
● CERN is now implementing the strategy recommendations with the aim for a go/no-go decision in 2028
● A summary of CERN’s MidTerm Plan (MTP) has been given by the CERN DG during the town hall 

meeting on July 7th

● https://indico.cern.ch/event/1698501/contributions/7142312/attachments/3309914/5923383/CERN-TownHall-2026-July.pdf
● There is a certain tendency to keep silence on reserves expressed by a certain number of member states
● … and the fact that CERN after all launched studies on options
● See next slide …

● Nouveau DAS IN2P3
● Patrick Robbe (IJCLab) qui prend le flambeau de Laurent Vacavant au 1er Septembre   

https://home.cern/the-cern-council-decided-to-update-the-european-strategy-for-particle-physics/
https://indico.cern.ch/event/1698501/contributions/7142312/attachments/3309914/5923383/CERN-TownHall-2026-July.pdf
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LCF 380 – The mandate

● Mandate for a LCF380 study → Superconductive RF → Abandon CLIC (!?)
● Study Coordinator at CERN Alessandra Lombardi 
● Will take over coordination from LCVision team (who served as interim after end of ESG process)

● LCF380 will build up on existing LCF material 
● Goal: be ready when FCC-ee shows signs of weakness
● Not a Goal: Proof its inferiority with respect to FCC-ee (though part of official mandate)    

● Hope that Alessandra will not be too much obliged on this by CERN Management 
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Understanding ESG Conclusions

● “Superiority” of FCC-ee is “demonstrated by” Dartdisk plots
● Worked out by ESG WG2b and published in ESG deliberation documents   

● Note that central measurements like λ3 and κt are in the small inner surfaces of the dartdisk



CCL Meeting  – July 2026 4
Roman Pöschl

Understanding ESG Conclusions

● Original plots produced by ESG WG2b

● Same plots with flavor blanked out (put at disposal by one ESG WG2b member)
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ESG Conclusions - Comments

● The dartdisk plots shown everywhere to underline the superiority of FCC-ee are entirely dominiated by 
flavor physics 
● … where improvements w.r.t HL-LHC (and SuperKEKB) are shown on logscale → 

    Over-emphasising of improvements
● Blanking out flavor observables show that LCF550 is at least on equal footing and on key observables 

superior to FCC-ee
● It’s concerning that these suggestive plots are even shown by representatives in the highest ranks of the

community
● Upon question at pECFA Karl Jakobs admitted that flavor might be over-emphasised “but that’s the choice”
● For me it reflects the pressure under which the Working Groups had to act

● Is this really high quality work? → Argument for a 16 BCHF (+x) project   
● LCVision working group in place to provide pedagogy into community on interpretation of plots

● How to go beyond community?
● Difficult to convey message on biased plots (although) 
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CNDP – Public Debate on FCC-ee

● All events can be found here
● Three main events so far 

● Kick off June 4th at 74160 Archamps (Link)
● Marc has been present 

● 23/6/26 “CERN’s Project to realise or not to realise” (Link)
● CERN has presented FCC-ee as “alternativlos” (w/o alternative) 
● Non-CERN speakers accused the Gigantomania of CERN 
● Marc gave a balanced talk on the pros and cons of the FCC-ee and of doing nothing

● Seems that this talk was not appreciated by people in favor of FCC-ee (to not say CERN)
● 20/7/26 Lessons from LEP and LHC (Link to event, Link to accompanying document)

● Organised in conjunction with Swiss Concertation 
● Contributions by M. Spiro and an introductory note by Mark Thomson (in French!) 

● First time that Mark participated in public debate!
● Interesting talks on history of LEP/LHC
● “Counter Contribution” on all the standards that were not respected during LEP/LHC construction 
● Interesting questions by Mme. Dominique Simon (CNDP)

● Has LHC reached its initial objectives (cf. Supersymmetry)
● Spiro admitted that Supersymmetry was expected but has not been discovered

● How much data of LHC are still to come 
● Spiro admitted that LHC will still collect a factor 10 more data

● Interesting table in accompanying document on cost of LEP and LHC (see next slide)      

https://www.debatpublic.fr/projet-accelerateur-particules/agenda
https://www.debatpublic.fr/projet-accelerateur-particules/reunion-publique-douverture-du-debat-public-9098
https://www.debatpublic.fr/projet-accelerateur-particules/le-projet-du-cern-le-faire-ne-pas-le-faire-ou-faire-autre-chose-9141
https://www.debatpublic.fr/projet-accelerateur-particules/les-grands-collisionneurs-du-cern-quels-enseignements-en-tirer-pour
https://www.debatpublic.fr/projet-accelerateur-particules/publication-du-retour-dexperience-sur-les-accelerateurs-lep-et-lhc
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Public Debate on FCC-ee – Cost of LEP/LHC

● These are CERN’s official numbers
● Certainly an excellent reference
● Initial cost estimate of LHC was

2.5 BCHF (to be compared with 
4.3 BCHF as final cost)
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LCWS 2026 

● Important event to consolidate LC project after update of European Strategy
● Getting organised on LCF380 as concrete initial project and sharpening view on potential future
● French contributions

● Angeles, Maxim and R.P. in Organisation Committee 
● Conveners: Benjamin Fuks (BSM), Vincent (Calorimetry/Muons) Ziad (Vertex), who else ?
● R.P. will give physics talk in coordination with Hitoshi Murayama 

● Contrast between quantum fluctuations and direct observations (top, Higgs)
● Clearly an opportunity to refer to Francois’ studies on LHC discoveries 

https://agenda.linearcollider.org/event/11000/overview

https://agenda.linearcollider.org/event/11000/overview
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AOB 

● New ECFA Chair 
● Mandate of Paris Sphicas will come to an end 
● Candidates for succession are 

● Daniela Bortoletto (Oxford), Arnaud Ferrari (Uppsala), Roberto Tenchini (INFN)
● I would have a preference (but I won’t get asked)

● Interesting discussion forum: Higgs Hunting 2026
● Francois R. in contact with organisers

● What else?
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