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The Strategy recommendations confirmed that the full exploitation of the scientific potential of the LHC 

through the completion of its high-luminosity upgrades remains the highest medium-term priority for European 

particle physics. 

For the longer term, the electron–positron Future Circular Collider (FCC-ee) was recommended as the 

preferred option for the next flagship project at CERN, thereby maintaining Europe’s leadership in the field.

The FCC-ee would offer the broadest exploratory programme in fundamental physics, with outstanding discovery potential. It would provide a visionary physics 

programme addressing many of the open questions in particle physics, notably about the Higgs boson, that are critical to understanding the foundations of the 

Standard Model and opening up opportunities for discovering new physics beyond the Standard Model. At the same time, the FCC-ee would drive the development 
of new technologies and train thousands of early-career scientists, engineers and technicians.

In addition to updating the Strategy, the Council has invited the CERN Management to initiate discussions 

with the relevant authorities and entities in the Member and Associate Member States, as well as non-

Member States and the European Union, with a view to developing a financially feasible funding plan for the 

possible FCC-ee project. In the next two years, the CERN Management will provide annual reports on the 

implementation of the Strategy update and the necessary information to support national decision-making 

processes so that the Council will be in a position, by 2028, to take a decision on the FCC-ee, taking into 

account elements such as the scientific, technical and financial feasibility of the project, as well as results 

from the public consultation exercises in CERN’s Host States, France and Switzerland.


