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HORIZON-INFRA-2026-01-EOSC-01: Uptake of FAIR data management practices and of EOSC by research communities and
research infrastructures (OSCARS 2) 40 MEUR

November/December 2025: Internal discussion in all clusters: Scope of calls, topics to be addressed in consolidation part

Submission deadline 16 June 2026

HORIZON-INFRA-2026-DEV-01-02: Consolidation of the research infrastructure landscape — pilots for strategic coordination,

synergies and simplified access pathways, by large thematic clusters of pan-European research infrastructures 8 MEUR max (6
projects funded)

Cluster action, 6 proposals expected, one for each ESFRI domain, 40 M€ in total, 4-8 M€ per project, Lump sum

Submission deadline 16 June 2026
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HORIZON-INFRA-2026-01-EOSC-01: Uptake of FAIR data management practices and
of EOSC by research communities and research infrastructures (EOSC Partnership)

Call: Research Infrastructures 2026

Specific conditions

Expected EU The Commission estimates that an EU contribution of around EUR
contribution per 40.00 million would allow these outcomes to be addressed appropriately.
project Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and selection of a

proposal requesting different amounts.
Indicative budget  The total indicative budget for the topic is EUR 40.00 million.

Type of Action Research and Innovation Actions

Legal and The rules are described in General Annex G. The following exceptions
HORIZON-INFRA-2026-01-

financial set-up of = apply:
EOSC-01 (OSC ARS 2) the Grant Beneficiaries may provide financial support to third parties. The support
Agreements to third parties can only be provided in the form of grants. Given that the
financial support to third parties is one of the primary aims of the action
and taking into account the nature of the work to be supported and the
cross-RI, cross-domain nature of the intended open science projects and
services, the maximum amount to be granted to each third party is EUR
750 000. The selection of the third parties to be supported will be based
on an external independent peer review of their proposed work.
Research infrastructures which are beneficiaries/affiliated entities of the
consortium awarded may exceptionally also be recipients of financial
support to third parties. Proposals must explain how they will ensure that
such beneficiaries/affiliated entities are not involved in the drafting and
selection procedure of the calls, and explain measures, in order to avoid
conflicts of interest and equal treatment of applicants and to maintain
confidentiality.
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¢ Increased adoption of open science and research data management practices in line with
the FAIR principles by researchers and across research infrastructures (RIs) in Europe.

e Increased uptake of the EOSC Federation by researchers through the long-term
sustainable provision in the Federation of scientific services and high-quality, FAIR
research data, and their integration in scientific workflows addressing current gaps and
needs of research communities.

e Research communities, as well as ESFRI and other European research infrastructures
HOR|ZON_|NFRA_2026_01_ increase their alignment with EOSC standards and policies, and their capacity to

EOSC-01 (O SCARS 2) integrate in the EOSC Federation.

Scope: This topic aims to further increase across Europe the adoption of open science and
research data management practices in line with the FAIR principles, and to support the
development of a user-focused and science-driven EOSC Federation.

It capitalises on the previous work by Science Clusters in enabling open science practices,
FAIR implementation and managing open calls for multi-disciplinary science projects. It also
builds on the experience by several RIs and other organisations as active participants in
building the EOSC Federation, either through the establishment of EOSC nodes or the
onboarding of resources to EOSC nodes®!, to support the engagement of underrepresented Rls
and research communities into the EOSC ecosystem.
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1) Accelerate FAIR adoption and the contribution to and use of EOSC resources by multiple  2) Support the integration of thematic research and RI communities in the EOSC Federation

research communities through open science projects. The followRiactivities shollihbe inclIg:

This activity should be implemented through open calls that provide grants to third parties for
open science projects through a cascading grant mechanism. The open calls should encourage,
where applicable, cross-RI and/or cross-domain collaborations, including for data access, use
and reuse.

Open science projects should address questions of high scientific impact, adopting best
practices for FAIR data and service management and demonstrating their benefits. Their
activities may include developing, annotating, curating and making FAIR high-value datasets,
developing direct pipelines to integrate large-scale experimental data in repositories federated
in EOSC, operationalising data access for Al-based applications, reusing existing datasets,
enhancing existing and developing new vocabularies, data standards, metadata mappings and
crosswalks, developing software, tools and services, or supporting open science community
building.

They should cover a broad range of (academic and/or industrial) research communities and
scientific disciplines, including those less represented in the EOSC Federation. They should
make use of resources available in the EOSC Federation and adopt existing EOSC policies
and standards®’, where possible. Projects should strive to ensure the sustained, beyond the
projects’ duration, integration, deployment and operation of relevant outcomes in the EOSC
Federation.

At least EUR 29 million of the EU contribution to this topic should be used in this activity®’.
The financial support to third parties for the open science projects must be provided in the
form of grants that should be between EUR 100 000 and 250 000 per grant for a duration of
12 to 24 months. The consortium shall put in place adequate measures to support the
integration of the open science projects’ results into the EOSC Federation. These could
include mentoring, training and any other activities providing effective linkage to the EOSC
Federation and EOSC Nodes, as needed for the specific nature of each project.

Coordinating, aligning and networking existing community-based competence centres
on FAIR and open science practices developed within the EOSC ecosystem.

Developing training programmes, modules and material on FAIR and open science
practices tailored to the specific needs of different thematic research communities. This
activity should include feedback mechanisms to ensure that the training services are
responsive to the evolving needs of EOSC user communities.

Developing frameworks for the provision and continuous evolution of high-impact
services and data repositories onboarded to the EOSC Federation, fostering
interoperability and integration of data and resources from diverse scientific domains
and promoting their sharing through the EOSC Federation.

Establishing mechanisms for the integration and long-term sustainable provision of all
relevant outcomes into the EOSC Federation, as well as for continuous feedback and
adaptation, ensuring evolving requirements of researchers and Rls are met within the
EOSC ecosystem.

Engaging underrepresented thematic research and Rl communities to increase their
integration in EOSC.

07/11/2025




Ny
ESCAPE

European Science Cluster of Astronomy

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

HORIZON-INFRA-2026-DEV-01-02

HORIZON-INFRA-2026-DEV-01-02: Consolidation of the research infrastructure
landscape — pilots for strategic coordination, synergies and simplified access pathways,
by large thematic clusters of pan-European research infrastructures

Call: Research Infrastructures 2026

Specific conditions

Expected EU The Commission estimates that an EU contribution of between EUR
contribution per 4.00 and 8.00 million would allow these outcomes to be addressed
project appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude submission and

selection of a proposal requesting different amounts.
Indicative budget ~ The total indicative budget for the topic is EUR 40.00 million.

Type of Action Research and Innovation Actions
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Expected Outcome:

e Policy contribution, impact and visibility of research infrastructures of European interest,
by large thematic domain, to relevant EU policy and priority initiatives, including
beyond research, at national, regional, European and global level.

e Improved coordination, complementarities, and where applicable, interoperability,
harmonisation, integration and synergies among research infrastructures within large
thematic domains and, where relevant, across domains.

e A European portfolio of R&I services of European interest, supported by a common
front page and few single-entry point access portals, integrated or interoperable
catalogues of R&I services and converging access conditions and selection procedures,
strengthening the European landscape of ESFRI-prioritised infrastructures and other
world-class research infrastructures by large thematic domains.

e Increased awareness, findability and accessibility of research infrastructures for
European researchers and innovators; simplified and adapted access pathways for new
needs or new communities of users (e.g. where relevant, multidisciplinary R&I, EU
collaborative research projects, EU operational or deployment programmes, public
authorities, and industry, including SMEs, startups and scaleups).
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Scope: This topic aims at equipping large thematic clusters of research infrastructures of
European interest with a policy arm combined with a technical arm, to increase awareness,
findability and accessibility, better matching user needs. This thematic clustering is aligned
with ESFRI approach: proposals should explicitly state which ESFRI domain'®they address
(see specific conditions on procedure for ranking proposals). Proposals should foresee close
collaboration across projects under this topic to ensure, where applicable, policy coordination,
technical interoperability and other synergies.

Building on the clusters under Horizon 2020'°and Horizon Europe®’, on the development of
catalogues of services, and on new access pathways and improved services such as under

13 ESFRI domains: 1. Data, Computing and Digital Research Infrastructures; 2. Energy; 3. Environment;
4. Health & Food; 5. Physical Sciences and Engineering; 6. Social Sciences & Humanities. See ESFRI
Landscape Analysis 2024 https://landscape2024.esfri.eu/.

19 Implementation and operation of cross-cutting services and solutions for clusters and Connecting
ESFRI infrastructures through Cluster projects.

% Preparation of common strategies for future development of RI technologies and services within broad
RI communities — https://cordis.europa.eu/programme/id/ HORIZON HORIZON-INFRA-2023-DEV-
01-05/en



[

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

Horizon Europe INFRASERV?! projects, proposals should address all of the following
aspects:

o Strengthening the representation of the research infrastructures cluster, as a single or
coordinated voice, in key EU policy developments and strategic initiatives and
contribute to policies in their domain with a research infrastructure component.
Coordination with cross-domains fora, such as the ERIC Forum and EIROforum should
also be ensured.

e Strengthening coordination among research infrastructures to foster complementarities,
interoperability, harmonisation, integration and synergies within the domain, and where
relevant with other domains to address increasingly complex and multidisciplinary

H O R I ZO N - I N F RA' 2 O 2 6‘ science and technology challenges.

D EV_O 1_02 e Developing, optimising and connecting catalogues of research infrastructures services of
European interest. Attention is required to new users, notably researchers and innovators
from widening countries and candidate countries, industry (including SMEs, startups and
scaleups), early-stage career researchers, and non-expert users. Flexibility to address
future needs should be considered.

e Developing and implementing intermediary services, user support, tools and notably Al
assisted research infrastructure services navigation. When relevant, resulting data and
digital services should be made accessible through EOSC.

e FElaborating and promoting indicators flagging the strategic relevance of specific
research infrastructures services to key EU R&I priorities and initiatives, including
through common or coordinated impact assessments, and possible validation
mechanisms with these initiatives.
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Proposals should involve, not necessarily as beneficiaries, ESFRI Landmarks and Projects
and/or ERICs in the domain, other research infrastructures that are international European
research organisations and, where relevant, well-established networks of key European
research infrastructures open to external users. Proposals should elaborate on which key EU
priorities and initiatives (such as Horizon Europe partnerships, missions) they will consider
and the nature and objectives of the envisaged coordination mechanisms or joint activities.
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Preparatory To ensure a holistic view from design to implementation of possible access schemes,
Phase i proposals should ensure strong and continuous collaboration with the cross-domain

Mction exploring a more integrated and sustainable scheme for access to research
HORIZON-INFRA-2026- infrastructures HORIZON-INFRA-2025-01-DEV-05%2, and the actions supported under topics
D EV'O 1_02 HORIZON-INFRA-2027-01-SERV-01 and HORIZON-INFRA-2027-01-SERV-02. This
|collaboration should ensure a common front page to all above actions highlighting the
common objectives of EU supported access, the main conditions and requirements, providing

preliminary guidance on access opportunities and directing to the single-entry point portal of
each pilot of HORIZON-INFRA-2027-SERV-01-01. The collaboration should also promote
simplified access pathways, good practices on call conditions, converging access modalities
and selection process, and effective governance of the set of projects acting as an access
programme with appropriate advisory bodies.

Proposals could consider the inclusion of the European Commission's Joint Research Centre
(JRC) research infrastructures in the area of health and food. In that respect, the JRC will
consider collaborating with any successful proposal and this collaboration, when relevant,
should be established after the proposal’s approval.




ESCAPE ¥ Future calls (2027 and on)

Destination INFRASERV - Research infrastructures services to support a healthier future, a
global climate and energy vision, a circular and resilient economy, and to advance frontier
knowledge (2026-27)

HORIZON-INFRA-2027-SERV-01-01: RIA 105.00 = Around 3 >l
Access to research infrastructures, their 35.00 —
resources and services: large-scale pilots
for more integrated scheme across

(sub)domains
HORIZON-INFRA-2027-SERV-01-02: RIA 35.00 Around 5
Access to research infrastructure services to 6.00

enable R&I addressing EU priorities and
emerging challenges

This topic aims at providing trans-national access (on-site or remote)
and/or virtual access to integrated and customised research
infrastructure services ... Access also includes ad hoc users’ training
and scientific and technical support

Proposals should include at least one ESFRI Landmark or European
Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) as beneficiary

01-02: This topic aims at testing ‘access programme like’
projects providing trans-national access (on-site or remote)
and/or virtual access to integrated and customised research
infrastructure installations and services for excellent
research, from frontier and curiosity- driven to applied
research, offered by a wide range of complementary and
interdisciplinary research infrastructures with experience in
transnational access. Proposals are expected to address one
of the following areas, based on ‘ESFRI scientific domains,
and must explicitly state which area they address:

Area 1, covering Physical Sciences and Engineering; Data,
Computing and Digital Research Infrastructures

Area 2, covering Health & Food; Social Sciences and
Humanities

Area 3, covering Environment; Energy.

Proposals should include at least two ESFRI Landmark and/or
European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) as
beneficiary
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