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Rubin, DESC and LSST-France news
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•First light

•DP1

•Calendar

•Transition from construction to operations

•DESC

•Communication

•Chaos and forward

•In the following talks : EDI, Computing and Commissioning news

• FINK tomorrow!

Content
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From LSST to Rubin: a 25 years story
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Budget
● Construction = 570 M$
● Operations ~ 70 M$/an



2025: First light on April 15th 2025!
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2025: First Light - embargo
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Calendar and data releases - RTN-011

https://rtn-011.lsst.io/


7

Key dates

•June 23rd : First light watch party press conference

•June 30th : ComCam DP1 data release

•July 18th - 25th : Construction Completeness Review + Operations Readiness Review

•October : start of operations

•November : start of the LSST!

•Spring 2026 : official inauguration of the Observatory

•May 2026 : DP2 LSSTCam commissioning data release

•November 2027 : DR2 = 1 year of LSST data
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DP1 ComCam data release - June 30th

● Plenty of data to play with already!
● Transient object table included
● Available to all PIs on June 30th



● Two different projects from the point of view of funding agencies (NSF, DOE)

○ new separate budget

○ “different” people : a significant fraction of people involved in the construction will not 

be involved in operations

• Construction Completeness Review + Operations Readiness Review in July in La Serena

• we have 2 sits as “observers” to these reviews

• Operations project expected to start in October

• IN2P3 is involved in Operations

• Computing: Data Release Processing @ CC-IN2P3 (40% of the data)

• Maintenance: autochanger, loader, software

• Camera expertise

Transition from Construction to Operations
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● Refinement of our contributions to operations = Staffing plan

Rubin Operations
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● Renewal of the IN2P3 - DOE agreement

○ draft ready: includes all our contributions during operations

○ hard to get attention from DOE to converge on this “now” 

● LSST France will also have to adapt to the transition from construction to operations!



•Collaboration meeting in Illinois in July (few people from LSST France)

• proposal to hold a satellite hub in Paris @ APC

• Vote here (see my email) before Friday

•New spokesperson to start October 2025

• Gautham Narayan (Univ. of Illinois, SuperNovae)

•Evolution of policies

• to go through early science and the first DESC publications

•Remember to ask to become DESC Full Member if you think you are eligible

DESC News
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https://evento.renater.fr/survey/hosting-a-desc-meeting-satellite-hub-apc-paris-ux1ax2us


DESC on-going discussions on policies
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● Early science
○ ~80 papers proposed with DP1, DP2 and DR1 !
○ think about DP1 data as an example of what may go wrong

■ commissioners have been working for months on these data
■ DESC members will get data access only on June 30th

● Key papers
○ A paper that involves a large fraction of the collaboration, crosses several working groups and/or a 

paper presenting novel cosmological constraints with Rubin data.
○ all papers on cosmological constraints
○ signed by all builders

● Supporting papers (new)
○ A Standard Paper that directly supports the DESC Key Paper results.
○ signed by ?

● Standard papers
○ signed by who contributed

•DESC Full Member 

•Rubin commissioners

•DESC builder

•Rubin builder
Contribute to discussions and do not hesitate to give me feedback



• DESC

• Strong involvement in working 

coordination and committees

• To be continued!

• Projet Rubin

• Sylvie Dagoret-Campagne au Survey 

Cadence Optimization Committee 

(SCOC) en 2025 : talk later today!

DESC responsibilities in 2025
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Communication

● New exposition of 10 panels on observational cosmology, funding with M. Rigault’s ERC
○ work with Gaëlle Shiffrin, and contributions from many of you!
○ 1 instance printed for IP2I, 2 more in a roll-up format shall be available for first light

● Bluesky account setup thanks to P. Royole and S. Gallego
○ S. Gallego, postdoc@APC devient community manager pour LSST (en contact avec Perrine)

● Technical update of the “lsst.fr” web site, done with the help of CC-IN2P3
○ done in early January: it broke everything… as expected
○ rebuilt basic pages with the help of S. Gallego
○ more work needed now: contact me if you are knowledgeable with WordPress

● Article in Le Figaro (M. Moniez, C. Doux)
○ https://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/matiere-noire-planete-x-geocroiseurs-ce-nouveau-telescope-qui-va-revolut

ionner-l-astronomie-en-2025-20250202

● New videos taken @ CC-IN2P3 for a US based documentary focused on data processing, coordinated 
by SLAC, produced by PBS Nova

● Translation and adaptation of a press release about the installation of the camera on the telescope :  
March 12th

○ we “missed” a few press releases since then… 
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http://lsst.fr


Communication for the First Light event

● Team
○ CNRS direction of communication: Manon Landurant 
○ IN2P3 direction of communication: Emmanuel Jullien, Perrine Royole-Degieux, Alice Carnaux
○ IN2P3 labs communication: strong involvement from all of the labs communication teams
○ LSST France members: >20 of you involved
○ bi-weekly meetings since March to get ready

● Events
○ Washington Watch Party - the official one

■ Benjamin Racine will represent LSST France
■ Science delegate from the French Embassy and a CNRS representative

○ Paris Watch Party at the planetarium of the cité des sciences et de l’industrie
■ 250 sits in the planetarium, open to public through various ways
■ ~10 LSST France representatives to present Rubin, our work and explain first light images
■ media upon invitations
■ ~50 sits for you!

○ CNRS National Press Release on June 24th: strong visibility expected in the media
○ Grenoble LSST party on June 27th @ LPSC

■ inflatable planetarium, public conferences for children and adults, activities with local EPO associations
■ strong involvement of the communication team @ LPSC (Florent and Aurore !)

○ Release of short (and long) videos 
○ And more at LAPP (public conference) and Marseille (participation to a local watch party)

15



Watch party at the Cité des Sciences
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Watch party at LPSC on June 27th
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You are welcome to join!
https://lpsc-indico.in2p3.fr/event/4085/overview



Getting ready for the First Light event

● CNRS National Press Release on June 24th
○ strong visibility expected in the media

● Rubin Media-Kit French version (70 pages)
○ team work of 6 people

○ available soon!

● Updated LSST IN2P3 photo-gallery (Marie Roger-Chantin, CPPM)
○ https://phototheque.in2p3.fr/index.php?/category/2328

○ complementary to Rubin media gallery

● Shorts (and long) videos taken in our labs
○ release soon on the CNRS youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@CNRS/shorts

○ thanks to all who agreed to have their head on youtube

○ thanks to Alexandre Boucaud for providing on-site footage

● List of experts available to communicate with the media

○ here

○ list is open, do not hesitate to add your name)
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https://phototheque.in2p3.fr/index.php?/category/2328
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IhJ4xx4z9sPH-yujn85zUHbZ3_uQQc9vEvILaJkeQIs/edit?usp=sharing


Chaos in the US

● US government attack against diversity and against science
○ diversity first early 2025

○ science quickly followed with dramatic budget cuts for 2026 (>50% cuts proposed to congress)

● Rubin project
○ position not clear early January - under heavy pressure

○ clarification in the past month, in particular with respect to the community

○ 2026 budget is 15% less than planned but still ok

● LSST France and DESC

○ stay strong on defending science and people rights
○ LSST France request to IN2P3 head to talk to DOE

● CNRS / France
○ Stand Up for Science support

○ Choose France (not quite clear) : https://choosefrance.fr/fr

○ data archive
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