
it mean? Who will help us in our hour of need? The answer is: the Higgs
boson.

The Higgs Boson

In 2012 particle physicists announced the discovery of the Higgs boson to
great international fanfare. Almost nobody understood what the Higgs boson
was, but lots of people got very excited. The New York Times wrote that it
“represents the very best of what the process of science can offer to modern
civilization.” That’s right, the Higgs boson is apparently better than
computers, flushing toilets, and reality TV.35

So what is the Higgs boson? Here’s a quiz to test your knowledge. Take it
now and then again after you read this chapter. We hope that at the very least
your score will not decrease.
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UTA : Unitarity Triangle Analysis 

Zoomed-in UnitarityTriangle
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A = 0.827± 0.010
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Analogous results from the 

CKMfitter collaboration.



Flavor & BSM Physics
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Extra CP = SM-like protection but new O(1) phases

Λ > 4.7 x 105 TeV 

Λ > 108 TeV 

Generic NP Extra CP
 PoS WIFAI2023 (2024) 007 

Most general | ΔF | = 2 Heff :



Lessons from Precision

NP UT :

SM UT :  Towards % precision … overall remarkable consistency !
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“CLEVER”, NOT SIMPLE

COLLIDER
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A Theory of Flavor is either VERY CLEVER or “JUST” UNNATURAL

—> in the HL-LHC era we might aim at a permil test



How To Be Clever …

SEIBERGOLOGY: Yukawas are spurions breaking the flavor group 
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SU(3)Q ⇥ SU(3)d ⇥ SU(3)u
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U(1)5 = U(1)B ⇥ U(1)L ⇥ U(1)Y ⇥ U(1)PQ ⇥ U(1)e

ASSUMPTION: only spurions that break flavor are SM Yukawas

—> MINIMAL FLAVOR VIOLATION  ( Nucl.Phys.B 645 (2002) 155 )
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aka  MAXIMAL FLAVOR CONSERVATION  ( see arXiv:2402.09503)
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Another Way to Be Clever: Alignment!

— ANSATZ FOR ALIGNMENT IN THE UP-QUARK SECTOR —

SPONTANEOUS FLAVOR VIOLATION  ( Phys.Rev.Lett. 123 (2019) 3 )
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other than the wave-function renormalization  of 

U(1)3
f

CP

Zd d

 NO fields / spurions transforming under  but  & U(3)d d Zd

<latexit sha1_base64="4zVBYR1RIRhwkFqAo7pBdXzk3OY=">AAACA3icbVC7TsNAEDyHVwiPGChpTkRIVJGNIqCMoKEMEnlISYjWl4055fzQ3RopslLyFbRQ0SFaPoSCf8ExKSBhqtHMrnZ2vFhJQ47zaRVWVtfWN4qbpa3tnd2yvbffMlGiBTZFpCLd8cCgkiE2SZLCTqwRAk9h2xtfzfz2A2ojo/CWJjH2A/BDOZICKJMGdrnngU6H07veEHwf9cCuOFUnB18m7pxU2ByNgf3VG0YiCTAkocCYruvE1E9BkxQKp6VeYjAGMQYfuxkNIUDTT/PgU36cGKCIx6i5VDwX8fdGCoExk8DLJgOge7PozcT/vG5Co4t+KsM4IQzF7BBJhfkhI7TMGkE+lBqJYJYcuQy5AA1EqCUHITIxySoqZX24i98vk9Zp1T2r1m5qlfrlvJkiO2RH7IS57JzV2TVrsCYTLGFP7Jm9WI/Wq/Vmvf+MFqz5zgH7A+vjG+ytl+A=</latexit>

d̄
†

<latexit sha1_base64="gqpc6v6YcTrM58QJPKjEG1huw/I=">AAAB83icbVC7TsNAEDyHVwivACXNiQiJKrJRBJQRNJSJRB5SYkXnyyaccj5bd3tIkZUvoIWKDtHyQRT8C7ZxAQlTjWZ2tbMTxFIYdN1Pp7S2vrG5Vd6u7Ozu7R9UD4+6JrKaQ4dHMtL9gBmQQkEHBUroxxpYGEjoBbPbzO89gjYiUvc4j8EP2VSJieAMU6k9HlVrbt3NQVeJV5AaKdAaVb+G44jbEBRyyYwZeG6MfsI0Ci5hURlaAzHjMzaFQUoVC8H4SR50Qc+sYRjRGDQVkuYi/N5IWGjMPAzSyZDhg1n2MvE/b2Bxcu0nQsUWQfHsEAoJ+SHDtUgbADoWGhBZlhyoUJQzzRBBC8o4T0WbVlJJ+/CWv18l3Yu6d1lvtBu15k3RTJmckFNyTjxyRZrkjrRIh3AC5Ik8kxfHOq/Om/P+M1pyip1j8gfOxzdqS5F2</latexit>

d

Mixing with 


Spontaneously 


Broken Flavor 


Vacuum
Canonical kinetic term implies: 


The up-quark sector remains aligned.


New spurions allowed: 

(Zd)− 1
2 ∼ V yd

λu = diag(λu, λc, λt)
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+ Yukawa terms all flavor diagonal
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IN GENERAL, TWO CLASSES OF SFV: UP-TYPE AND DOWN-TYPE

More Details on the UV Completion
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SFV 2HDM

SFV physics may have generic family non-universal couplings to SM.

|DµHa|
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⌘

A simple framework: SFV Two Higgs Doublet Models (2HDM).
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2HDM features neutral 2 CP-even H: h = H0

1 sin (� � ↵) +H0

2 cos (� � ↵)

H = H0
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+ a CP-odd and charged ones … for simplicity: at mH = mH± = mA.

out the rest of this anal

DOWN-TYPE SFV ANSATZ ON 2HDM
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(a = 1, 2 ; i, j = 1, 2, 3)

 interesting!cos(β − α) ≠ 0
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FLAVOR PROTECTION IN DOWN-TYPE SFV ALLOWS NEW HIGGSES


@ TEV TO COUPLE TO UP-TYPE QUARKS WITH ~0.1 STRENGTH.

Same outcome also for the up-type SFV 2HDM.
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Di-Higgs production is a very 


sensitive probe of enhanced Higgs 


couplings to light quarks

arXiv:2101.04119

DOMINANT COLLIDER


BOUNDS FROM SEARCH


FOR NEW HIGGSES

Mainly from quark fusion, due 


to possibly large Yukawa

Mostly into di-boson & di-Higgs


due to non-zero mixing angle

κu,c ≡ yu,c /ySM
u,c is the Yukawa modifier

OBS.



LHC probing Charm Yukawa !

The advent of Deep Learning has been a game changer for 


ATLAS & CMS sensitivity to Yukawa coupling measurements.

Boosted topologies allow to disentangle rare signals from


very large background (H->cc 20x smaller than H -> bb)

See also search in CMS-HIG-21-008
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arXiv:2410.05236

it mean? Who will help us in our hour of need? The answer is: the Higgs
boson.

The Higgs Boson

In 2012 particle physicists announced the discovery of the Higgs boson to
great international fanfare. Almost nobody understood what the Higgs boson
was, but lots of people got very excited. The New York Times wrote that it
“represents the very best of what the process of science can offer to modern
civilization.” That’s right, the Higgs boson is apparently better than
computers, flushing toilets, and reality TV.35

So what is the Higgs boson? Here’s a quiz to test your knowledge. Take it
now and then again after you read this chapter. We hope that at the very least
your score will not decrease.

Charming Higgs @ LHC

LHC c tagging turns out to be a remarkable probe of SFV scenarios!



Program of precision with flavor is still very rich,  

but naively points to very high scales for NP.

In absence of evidence for NP, the main direction 

we pursued for BSM may need a paradigm shift. 

Theory + EXP progress can lead to new targets. 

No clear tension emerging from flavor data

E.g.: MFV hypothesis  —>  SFV ansatz

[ See 2410.05236 and also 2410.08272 ]

Higgs Yukawa measurements insightful!


