
HarDIS - Harmony in the Democratic 
Ideological Space

Funded Project

Implemented by

Presenter: Paul Bederke, GESIS - Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences, 0000-0001-7555-8656

LOGO



CHALLENGE ADDRESSED

What problem(s) are you going to solve?

- Research on democratic representation and party politics increasingly draws on 
combined datasets from multiple sources.

- This process is often complex, time-intensive, and error-prone.

- Many data harmonization projects are often fragmented and of short-lived 
nature (due to lack of time, funding, and recognition).



SOLUTION

What are you planning to do to solve the problem?

- Making linking and harmonization efforts FAIR and sustainable.

- Explore opportunities for community-based, sustainable, scalable, and FAIR 
linkage key databases.

- Re-work and extend existing database Party Facts.

- Harmonise data on the position of political parties and their voters.



RESULTS

What will be the results and how do you plan to make them available to the 
broader community?

- Re-worked and extended database Party Facts that is accessible online.

- Provide (scripts for) harmonized data on positions of political parties.

- Integrate HarDIS' framework for collaborative linkage key databases into the 
MEDem infrastructure.



RISKS

What risks could limit the success of the project, and how can they be mitigated

- Uptake by the community could be slow.

➢ We invite researchers to a conference and collaborate with other 
infrastructures; Party Facts is already well-known.

- Integration into the MEDem Platform after the project funding ends could be 
delayed or made impossible.

➢ We are already in contact with MEDem Platform developers to ensure smooth 
integration.



TEAM

Who is doing it?

- Dr. Lea Kaftan, GESIS - Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences, 0000-0002-8961-6420

- Paul Bederke, GESIS - Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences, 0000-0001-7555-8656

- Selcuk Timur Uluer , GESIS - Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences

- GESIS - Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences, Cologne (Germany)

- Party Facts (https://partyfacts.herokuapp.com/)
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