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CHALLENGES & SOLUTIONS

Project goal: improve visibility of, and access to, social science research

Problem

Diversity of metadata 
ontologies used in social 
sciences impedes data 
discoverability, accessibility and 
interoperability.

Solution

ONTOLISST provides AI-assisted 
tools to simplify topic assignment, 
thus supporting cross-domain data 
curation and standardization.



RESULTS & OUTPUTS

Research on ontologies

- Collect metadata & CVs from 
RIs (CLOSER, ESS-Sikt, GESIS, ICPSR…)

- Study classification methods 
(interviews)

- Dissemination

Results & exploitation: study of methods put in practice

Development of tools

- Simple, easy-to-use multilingual 
thesaurus (LiSST)

- Gold standard corpus (for NLP models)

- Demo portal, metadata crosswalk

Step 1

Collect thematic 

metadata (CVs) 
from RIs

Step 2

Research on 

ontologies

Step 3

Create our 

thesaurus 
(LiSST)

Step 4

Build corpus, run 

NLP tests

Step 5

Dissemination, 

evaluation, 
demo



IMPACT

➢ Understand data curation practices better & improve them
➢ Contribute to FAIR social science research data management
➢ Make social science research more visible for a broader audience
➢ Strengthen scientific collaboration & synergies of knowledge production

Why we are doing this?



RISKS

Risks and ways to tackle them

● Running out of time
● Deliverables come late
● Will our tools be used?

→ Extend periods/start earlier – allow 
overlaps

→ 2 milestones (LiSST, corpus) 
→ Start gaining users
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