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CHALLENGE ADDRESSED

- The IAVS European Vegetation Survey Working Group manages a community 
database of > 2.1 vegetation plots across Europe

- These data are crucial for analyzing European biodiversity and their changes
- Most of these data are not freely available due to the ownership rules of data 

contributors
- Many data contributors/owners are not familiar with the FAIR principles and 

their benefits
- They are also not familiar with the appropriate ways of open data publishing



SOLUTION

- Phase 1: Pilot project: FAIRification of the Czech national vegetation database
- Preparing its open version available in a public repository
- Preparing its stratified open version (for analyses) and open codes for data 

stratification
- Exporting data to the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF) database

- Phase 2: FAIRification of the European Vegetation Archive (EVA)
- Workshops with EVA data contributors using the Czech example
- Motivating data contributors to prepare open versions of their databases using

the tools developed for the Czech project
- Preparing a stratified version of the EVA database
- Exporting selected data from EVA (if data contributors agree) to GBIF



RESULTS

- Phase 1
- CNPD-Open – an open version of the Czech national vegetation database
- R code for stratified data selection and conversion to the GBIF format
- CNPD-Open-Strat – a stratified version of this national database
- All these data will be made available in the new national biodiversity repository
- Species occurrence data will be available in the GBIF database

- Phase 2
- Open versions of selected EVA databases (national repositories and Zenodo)
- EVA-Open-Strat – a stratified version of the European Vegetation Archive 

(Zenodo)
- Species occurrence data from selected EVA databases in the GBIF database



RISKS

- Phase 1
- Risk: Readiness of the Czech national biodiversity platform
- Mitigation: Temporary storing data on Zenodo

- Phase 2
- Risk: Willingness of EVA data contributors to FAIRify their data
- Mitigation: Careful preparation of workshops with data contributors, their

support by our team



TEAM

- Milan Chytrý, Professor, PhD – general coordination, workshops with EVA 
community members, writing of reports and publications

- Irena Axmanová, PhD – taxonomic and nomenclature standardization
- Jan Divíšek, PhD – developing R tools
- Klára Klinkovská, PhD student – preparation of the stratified databases and 

online R tools for dataset visualization
- Ilona Knollová, PhD – communication with CNPD contributors and EVA data 

owners, quality control and quality assurance of the datasets
- Marcela Řezníčková, PhD – communication with CNPD contributors and EVA 

data owners, quality control and quality assurance of the datasets
- Martin Večeřa, PhD – developing R tools for stratified selection, preparation of 

the stratified version of CNPD and EVA


	Slide 1: Implementing FAIR principles in the  European Vegetation Archive data (EVA-FAIR)
	Slide 2: CHALLENGE ADDRESSED
	Slide 3: SOLUTION
	Slide 4: RESULTS
	Slide 5: RISKS
	Slide 6: TEAM

