
Humanising Science through
CMS Outreach initiatives

Nefeli Stathaki on behalf of the CMS Collaboration
EPS, 9 July 2025



Humanising science means making scientific knowledge and practice more
relatable, accessible, and relevant to human experiences and values, rather

than treating it as a detached, objective pursuit.

What does it mean?
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Although the public
thinks of scientists
like this, most are

rather normal!

Why is it important?
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To change the perception/stereotypes of science/scientists

Why is it important?
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Science is understandable only
by a few lone geniuses and
eventually is not relevant or
approachable for the non-

scientific public

Science is for everyone and its
knowledge benefits all. 

It is cool to study a STEM
degree and pursue a scientific

career.



How can we make science relatable?
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By creating
connectiona 
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To feel se
en 

and

represen
ted

authenticity

Human 
  touch

Or as marketeers say:
"People buy from people, not from brands"

What creates connection?
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How does CMS humanise science?

A person can convey emotion, passion, and personality far more effectively than faceless
content, leading to deeper emotional bonds with the audience.

https://www.facebook.com/CMSexperiment/posts/pfbid02bJk67h5thzhA2yPNbpLnDm2M8R43mUmiH1XfxGUymMBe7JLgZc14KuqiYitemVR1l
https://www.instagram.com/p/DJuPebzsguK/?igsh=Y282ZjVhdW0wZzU0
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How does CMS humanise science?
 Showing the

diversity of the
collaboration and

supporting
inclusivity

>30 interviews with scientists
speaking in their mother tongue

for the International day of
Women and Girls in STEM

https://cylindricalonion.web.cern.ch/blogs/cms-women-science
https://www.instagram.com/p/DCgi2O7tN1N/?igsh=MTFneWJlZDI3enh4eA==
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How does CMS humanise science?
Q&A Interviews

with questions such as “what made you choose physics?” and “what advice would you give
to someone starting their studies now?”

https://youtu.be/6QctpbWY4Gk?si=cIG4Z7QJUTJOVGp4
https://youtu.be/WBkggftCPgU?si=MQ1YRts2qNuuTmWH
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How does CMS humanise science?

Giving a platform to every CMS scientist to share stories of their lives

https://cylindricalonion.web.cern.ch/?page=0
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How does CMS humanise science?
Showing the behind-the-scenes

Lives from CMS Reporting
conferences on IG

stories

“A day in my life”
by summer

students

Real-time updates from celebrations
such as the CMS weeks, the new
CMS Control Room Inauguration

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DHv5UuwtSqR/?igsh=MXU2MDdrMzluZjk4dA==
https://www.instagram.com/s/aGlnaGxpZ2h0OjE4MDk4Nzk3NzExNTA1ODM0?story_media_id=3569939029500993605&igsh=MTA2c2ZtcjNkbXhtZQ==
https://www.instagram.com/s/aGlnaGxpZ2h0OjE4MDIwNjc5NTcxNzIxODgz?story_media_id=3161093521599046651&igsh=bDFjMXA3bDUyM3Nq
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How does CMS humanise science?

Showing the behind-the-
scenes of making science

And that the progress is
not always linear! 

https://cms.cern/news/working-w-mass-no-sprint-it-marathon
https://cms.cern/news/working-w-mass-no-sprint-it-marathon
https://cms.cern/news/problems-and-solutions-ecal-leak-story
https://cms.cern/news/problems-and-solutions-ecal-leak-story
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How does CMS humanise science?

Giving the opportunity to the public to talk to real CMS scientists

+ Outreach events

Scientists are often from the
same country as the visitors

Virtual visitsOn-site visits
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How does CMS humanise science?
Social Media interactions and trends

We don’t live under a rock

https://youtu.be/WBkggftCPgU?si=Au5hwF30mmR0T3-9
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DGc-pbUtKAY/?igsh=eDByM3pybGRmbWR2
https://vm.tiktok.com/ZNdPX8QVU/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CqK7Xgijzks/?igsh=MWtnNXFsN2JlYjBnbA==
https://vm.tiktok.com/ZNdPCW5k3/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CvPkHfCt50B/?igsh=eDk0cGNseTBqbGcw
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How does CMS humanise science?

Collaborating with Content Creators

Your favourite Youtuber
likes CMS too!

Italian YouTuber

French YouTuber

https://youtu.be/b3KlvCOkg14?si=5Xe9UR9VPbhGePbT
https://youtu.be/E7DCGfSznMA?si=kMcjEqUfyM-R7l_q
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How does CMS humanise science?
Collaboration posts with CMS content creators

Such as @neutralina.lu 

for a more personal and less
institutional touch

https://www.instagram.com/neutralina.lu/reels/
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Food for thought...

We believe faceless social media
accounts make science feel distant. To

forge a strong bond with the public,
people need to recognise the figure
representing us – essentially, our

'mascot'. But when you're a collaboration
of 6,000 individuals, can you truly feature
just one person and make them your sole

representative?



Part of my team visiting UEFA’s

headquarters

Questions?
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After work games organis
ed by the

CMS Young Scientsts Committee

Andrés is my colleugue but he also hasa rock band. Check them out!

 That’s me at the LHCP conference in
Taipei. Visited the NTU clean rooms and

met some Taiwanese colleagues

CMS group photo, May 2025

Haneke Twins wearing CMS hats

https://youtu.be/3_9zP6VoVAE?si=0ngNikFg05n9XkoN

