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UMS BBEES was officially created on September 1, 2011 (CNRS INEE & MNHN).

Following two surveys (2009, Ministry of Higher Education and Research - Case Study on Digital Research Data 
Systems; 2010, S. Thiébault and Y. Lagadeuc, CNRS Institute of Ecology and Environment), the following 
observation was made :

Significant increase in the number of databases developed within research projects, highly heterogeneous in 
both their form (from WORD/Excel documents to complex Database Management System) and their 
content.

This growth represents a new challenge for research:
• Due to the need for coordinated ontologies and thesauri, regardless of the institutional structure.
• Due to the central issue of the sustainability and accessibility of databases and data.
• Due to the lack of interaction between these databases.
• Due to the organization of a set of dedicated professions.
• Due to the recognition of databases as scientific outputs, as well as publications.
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Mission
Since BBEES was created, supporting research stakeholders in the field of data.
Initially seen as a support service for databases (creation, structuring, standards, etc.), the evolution of BBEES 
activities follows that of practices, policies, regulations, and national plans for open science.
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Environment : a complex ecosystem
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With a strong partnership

• web hosting platforms, virtual servers, 
and containers
• Data storage and backup on magnetic
tapes
• Computing spaces

SOR: Operational research structure
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L’équipe
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Personnels permanents : 9
3 IR CNRS, 4 IE CNRS, 1 IE MNHN, 1 PR (dir.)

Chargés des mission contractuels : ~2/an

Stagiaires ingénieurs UTC : ~2-3/an

Bat 139 « Nautilus » MNHN
depuis 15 oct 2019

CC-IN2P3
Villeurbanne



Bilan 2017-2023
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Projects

Rarely leaders, mostly partners or contributors

Covers all aspects, from initial contact with applicants, formalizing their expectations and needs, through 
the design and modeling stages, to the development of IT and software, as well as the deployment of 
applications and information systems on secure servers.

Not forgetting maintenance, updates, etc.

36 projects between 2017 and 2023
Of which 3 started in 2023: ANR BeeCON, ANR EcoMigr, IRN Bipedal Equilibrium
Partner in the Gaia Data project (IR Data Terra) for CNRS.
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Contribution programs & Networks
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Participation in management committees, steering committees, and working groups
Involvement helps to better disseminate the unit's contributions to the scientific community and to benefit 
from new approaches.

19 programs between 2017 and 2023
Of which 3 started in 2023: SEE-Life CNRS, Consortium MASA+ of IR* Huma-Num, GT Data of DDOR CNRS
Networks
CNRS-Mission for Transversal and Interdisciplinary Initiatives (rBDD, Devlog, QeR, RESINFO, GT workshop 
on inter-network data and regional RESINFO-RESPIRE network)
CNRS-Institutes (OpenDoRES – INEE and SIST - INSU)
Research Data Alliance – France group (GT repository or certification).
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Links with research infrastructures - AnaEE-France
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Links with research infrastructures - RZA (& OHM)
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The networks of the "Zones Ateliers" (RZA or LTER Long-Term 
Ecosystem research) focus on functional units (a river and its 
watershed, landscapes – agricultural or urban – and 
biodiversity, from Antarctica to sub-Saharan Africa, or coastal 
areas, or environments characterized by chronic radiation of 
natural or enhanced natural origin) and develop a specific 
scientific approach based on observations and experiments at 
workshop sites, conducting long-term interdisciplinary and 
transdisciplinary research.
Human-Environment Observatories (OHM) are dedicated to 
the study of anthropized systems affected by socio-
ecosystemic crises.
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OpenDoRES Network: 75 structures, 94 référents

Un Cristal CNRS 2024 

Open Science : InDoRES
Inventaire des données de la rechercher en environnement et sociétés 
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• Today, Cat.InDoRES is recognized as the reference catalog for 
environmental and biodiversity metadata

• 4,034 records are currently published

Good visibility of the datasets and databases described in the 
catalog.

A national thematic entry
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An interoperable catalog of standardized metadata

• A "directory" for environmental, ecology, and 
biodiversity data, with one record per dataset or 
data collection.

• GeoNetwork catalog and the use of standards 
ensuring good interoperability between systems.

• link to resources: acquisition protocol, link to 
data, articles (HAL), etc.

• Parent/child architecture that allows linking 
metadata records together (in this example: 
database and extraction of annual data sets).

A tool that allows for detailed description of 
data and projects while adhering to 
international standards.



• Dataverse repository as for existing 
repositories (INRAE, CIRAD, IRD, 
Recherche Data Gouv)

• Secure and long-term data storage at the 
IN2P3 Computing Center (national 
research infrastructure).

• Structuring by unit or project for 
enhanced visibility.

• Possibility of embargo until the 
publication of an article.

• French/English interface.

Data.InDoRES – secure and thematic Data Repository



ON JANUARY 1, 2025
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