Greetings
Shoji Nagamiya
Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished guests, I would like to give a short speech by representing Physical Society of Japan.

Over 25 years ago, Physical Society of Japan, together with Chinese Physical Society and other societies, proposed to hold the first Asia Pacific meeting in Singapore.  I attended this meeting by the invitation of Physical Society of Japan.  At that meeting there was an exciting event in the history of particle physics.  Namely, a session was held to have reports from UA1 and UA2 at CERN.  At this meeting the first announcement was made on the discovery of W meson.  Carlo Rubbia presented a talk for UA1.  The chair of the session was C. N. Yang.  However, since the first speaker, who was Sam Ting, gave a long speech, C. N. Yang decided to cut the discussion time.  Then, suddenly Carlo Rubbia remarked that “I spent 20 hours for the travel to reach Singapore from Geneva, to report this exciting result for the first time in history.  You are not fair to cut the discussion time for 10 minutes or so.”  However, C. N. Yang was also very strong.  He mentioned that “I have a lunch appointment in Japanese Embassy in Singapore so that I could not be late for this appointment.”  And the discussion was terminated there.

I clearly remember very vividly conversation in this session and I felt that this was a really nice occasion to have a true scientific connection between Asia and Europe.  European and Asian physicists were discussing, for the first time, truly exciting very hot physics results.

We are now 25 years later since then.  Unfortunately, as compared to the connection between Asia and the United States, the progress between Asia and Europe has been very slow.  Using the occasion of this ASEPS meeting, we would like to revitalize an important bridge between Asia and Europe.

In my research field of accelerator science, we have recently many exciting world-class accelerators in Asian counties, including synchrotron radiation facilities in many Asian countries, high intensity accelerators like B-Factory and J-PARC in Japan, radioactive beam facilities RI- Beam Factory at RIKEN, etc.  In addition, new accelerators will be continuously built in Korea and China and, perhaps, in Japan and other countries.  I feel that we, the Asian countries, are now very competitive to Europe and North America.  I felt very much that three major regions in the world are leading the world-class sciences, namely, Europe, North America and Asia.

It is therefore very important for us to consider at this time the role of competition, cooperation and collaboration between Asia and Europe.

On behalf of Physical Society of Japan, we warmly welcome you all to Japan.  Please enjoy this meeting and the city of Tsukuba.
Thank you.
