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● Science is the VO's main driver.
● How to reach researchers?

● Different ways were explored in the past.
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● Expose early-career European astronomers to the variety of currently 
available VO tools and services so that they can use them efficiently for 
their own research.

● VO experts guide participants on the usage of the tools through a 
series of predefined science cases.

● Participants also have the opportunity to develop their own science 
cases under the guidance of VO tutors.

● Gather their feedback on the VO tools and services and the school itself. 
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● Initially foreseen to be held in March / April 2020. 

● Delayed to 26-28 May 2020 due to:

● Availability of the venue at CAB (Madrid).
● Availability of the personnel contributing to the tutorials.
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● Sep 2020: CDS-INTA meeting to re-schedule the school 
● --> 8-12, 19 Feb 2021. 

 
● On-line (using Zoom and Slack)

 
● Open to European countries (including non-partners countries).

 
● First announcement released on 11 October 2020, with a registration 

deadline set to 15 December 2020.
 

● 46 registered participants. Final attendance: 38 participants (+13 
tutors). 
 

● Website set up to provide all the necessary information before and during the 
school. 
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● Each day focused on a specific VO tool / service. 
● Aladin (Monday), CDS portal (Tuesday), VOSA 

(Wednesday), TOPCAT (Thursday), ADQL (Friday). 

● Tutorials updated to account for
● Latest versions of tools and services
● Latest catalogue releases
● Feedback from participants in previous VO schools. 
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● Chair tutor
● Responsible for setting up session, organising breakout rooms, 

taking care the chat and delivering questions to tutors. 

●  Main tutor
● Runs the tutorial and answers questions of general interest in the 

main room.

● Co-tutors
● Support participants via chat / breakout rooms and Slack (when no 

Zoom session is open). 
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 PyVO
 Other VO tools and services
 Big data and the VO. 
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● Tools: VOSA will be a great tool for AGN researchers if it would be able to fit 
their photometric curves as easily as with stars.

● Tutorials: 
● More x-matching of catalogues, juggling between images.
● I would have apreciated a longer session dedicated to pyVO, in particular: 

how to implement VO tools in my python script 
 

● Data: Would be nice if more non-imaging data would be added (timing, 
transients, radio data, ...).

● Other VO topics: I would like to know about publishing data on your own VO 
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● The meeting was a success, with a great atmosphere favouring 
discussions.

● The two goals previously mentioned were successfully achieved.
● Participants' comments were very positive. 

● Great school! Thanks for organising it! 
● I cannot wait to attend the advanced VO school! Thanks to all the 

organizers!
● The school was very useful, thank you very much for all the hand-on 

sessions and the interesting talks!
● This is by far the best school I have attended during the pandemic :) 

thank you!
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