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The Research Data Alliance 

Created in 2013 by the European Commission, NSF 
(USA) and Australian government
A neutral, open, international forum to discuss all the 
aspects of scientific data sharing and produce 
recommendations and other outputs
Today 9778 members from 137 countries
91 Working Groups and Interest Groups tackling many 
different subjects – technological and sociological
RDA value for EOSC

https://www.rd-alliance.org/value-research-data-alliance-
european-open-science-cloud-eosc
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https://www.rd-alliance.org/
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Many relevant activities, among which…

Global Open Research Commons Interest Group
EOSC and other similar initiatives

Data Repository Audit and Certification 
Recommendation >>> Core Trust Seal

FAIR Data Maturity Model Working Group
Core criteria for FAIR data
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Criteria in November 2029
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Successive versions of
the criteria

https://docs.google.co
m/spreadsheets/d/1mk
jElFrTBPBH0QViODexNu
r0xNGhJqau0zkL4w8RR
Aw/edit#gid=12107435
71

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mkjElFrTBPBH0QViODexNur0xNGhJqau0zkL4w8RRAw/edit#gid=1210743571
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Test with FAIR practices in astronomy

Essential to test how disciplinary practices fit with
the proposed criteria
Reusing and interoperate data at the core of 
astronomical research
We have an operational, international data sharing 
framework enabling astronomers to find, access, 
interoperate and reuse data
Overall test in November: how the criteria fit with
our requirements
Detailed test on-going: CDS/VizieR & Trieste 
VIALACTEA/IA2
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Main results of the overall test

Our goals are reuse and interoperability, not reproducibility
We can live with the criteria
The Virtual Observatory enables some of them ‘for free’ 
once it is implemented on top of the data holdings
But issue with the definition of priority criteria

Find is a dynamic process for us – the PID is only one among many
parameters
Access/reuse: at the core of our system but often not compliant –
we provide in general open data, in general no licence, usage based
on disciplinary ethics (cite what you use). The data is however
widey reused
At that time no mandatory criteria for interoperability, some added
later

Some metadata are at the collection level, others at the 
dataset one
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Conclusions of the overall test

Real critical problem with mandatory (or essential) 
criteria – we would chose different ones!
FAIRness is a process: the evaluation method
should be inclusive and allow and measure
progress (compliance scales)
Open by default should be considered as 
acceptable
There is a cost to adapt a repository to fulfill
criteria different from the disciplinary ones, and 
archives are not supported for that
Detailed test ongoing
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IVOA Note being written
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