
"Introduction to active gel theory" 
 
I will show how from general principles applying to weakly out of equilibrium systems 
one can construct a set of equations describing the physics of cytoskeletal filaments in 
the presence of molecular motors. Then I will discuss a simple example 
and compare it to the Frederiks transition in liquid crystals, describing similarities 
together with fundamental differences. 
I will further show how these considerations may apply to tissue dynamics as well.' 
	


