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Non-Gaussian structure of the lensed CMB power spectra covariance matrix

Aurélien Benoit-Lévy,1, � Kendrick M. Smith,2 and Wayne Hu3
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Gravitational lensing of the Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB) encodes cosmological infor-
mation in the observed anisotropies of temperature and polarization. Accurate extraction of this
additional information requires a precise modeling of the covariance matrix of the power spectra of
observed CMB fields. We introduce a new analytical model to describe the non-Gaussian structure
of this covariance matrix and display the importance of second-order terms that were previously
neglected. We also provided a detailed comparison between the information content of the lensed
CMB power spectra and of ideal reconstruction of the lensing potential. We illustrate the impact of
the non-Gaussian terms in the power spectrum covariance by providing Fisher errors on the sum of
the masses of the neutrinos, the dark energy equation of state, and the curvature of the Universe.

PACS numbers: 98.62.Sb, 98.70.Vc, 95.36.+x

I. INTRODUCTION

Gravitational potentials of large-scale structure gen-
erate a deflection of the trajectories of the Cosmic Mi-
crowave Background (CMB), an e⇥ect known as CMB
lensing [1–3] (see [4] for a review). After its initial detec-
tion in cross-correlation with large-scale structure [5, 6],
CMB lensing has now been detected with high signifi-
cance in high-resolution observations from ACT [7] and
SPT [8].

CMB lensing generates a characteristic statistical sig-
nature that makes the CMB sensitive to cosmological pa-
rameters which directly influence the growth of cosmic
structure. This breaks the angular diameter degeneracy
in the unlensed CMB and improves constraints on param-
eters such as neutrino masses, the dark energy equation
of state, and the curvature of the Universe [9–13].

Mathematically, CMB lensing is described as follows.
We introduce a vector field d(⇥n) (the deflection field)
such that the lensed temperature T (⇥n) and unlensed tem-
perature T̃ (⇥n) are related by

T (⇥n) = T̃ (⇥n + d(⇥n)) (1)

and analogously for the Stokes parameters Q(⇥n), U(⇥n)
which describe linear CMB polarization. To lowest order
in perturbation theory, the deflection field d(⇥n) is the
gradient of a scalar lensing potential (i.e. d(⇥n) = ⇥⇥(⇥n))
which can be written as a line-of-sight integral:

⇥(⇥n) = �2
�

d�
⇤(� � �rec)
⇤(�rec)⇤(�)

�(⇤⇥n, �), (2)

where � is the conformal time, �rec is the epoch of last
scattering, and ⇤ is the angular diameter distance in co-
moving coordinates.

� benoitl@iap.fr

CMB lensing modifies the Gaussian statistics of the
unlensed CMB by generating a correlation between the
primary field and its gradient [14]. It also modifies the
shape of the temperature and E-mode polarization power
spectra, and generates a nonzero B-mode power spec-
trum. This leads two di⇥erent statistical techniques for
extracting cosmological information from CMB lensing.
First, we can simply make precise measurements of CMB
power spectra (especially the B-mode power spectrum),
which will include lensing contributions. Second, lens re-
construction techniques have been proposed which use
the correlation between the primary and its gradient to
make a mode-by-mode statistical reconstruction of the
lensing potential ⇥, thus providing a new cosmological
observable [15–19].

Accurate analysis of CMB anisotropies requires cor-
rect modeling of the covariance matrix of the lensed
power spectra. Indeed, CMB lensing breaks the statis-
tical isotropy of the Gaussian unlensed CMB by corre-
lating the various modes. This introduces o⇥-diagonal
terms in the power spectrum covariance. Calculations of
the non-Gaussian covariance of the lensed power spectra
have been performed in both flat sky [20, 21] and full sky
[22] cases, but these calculations make the approximation
that some high-order terms in the lensing potential are
negligible.

In the advent of low-noise and high-resolution CMB ex-
periments that will be able to probe polarization of the
CMB at the arcminute scale (SPTPol, ACTPol [23], PO-
LARBEAR [24]), it becomes necessary to assess the va-
lidity of the current approximations for the non-Gaussian
power spectra covariance, and study the impact on cos-
mological parameter estimation. The purpose of this
paper is therefore to investigate in detail the impact
of the non-Gaussianities induced by CMB lensing and
quantify the information contained in the power spectra.
We introduce a new semi-analytical approach to compute
the power spectrum covariance matrix and validate our

Typical deflections: ~2.5 arcmin

Coherent on the degree scale

Lensing potential reconstruction
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The matter in the Universe as seen by Planck

Planck Collaboration: Gravitational lensing by large-scale structures with Planck

where the average hi is taken over CMB realizations with a fixed
lensing potential. Here the bracketed term is a Wigner 3 j sym-
bol, �LM =

R
d2 n̂Y⇤LM(n̂)�(n̂) is the harmonic transform of the

lensing potential, and the weight function W�`1`2L is given by

W�`1`2L = �
r

(2`1 + 1)(2`2 + 1)(2L + 1)
4⇡

p
L(L + 1)`1(`1 + 1)

⇥CTT
`1

 
1 + (�1)`1+`2+L

2

!  
`1 `2 L
1 0 �1

!
+ (`1 $ `2). (6)

Here CTT
` is the theoretical power spectrum of the lensed CMB.

Note that we use the lensed power spectrum here, rather than
the unlensed spectrum that is sometimes used in the literature,
as this is accurate to higher order in � (Lewis et al. 2011), an
improvement which is necessary at Planck sensitivity (Hanson
et al. 2011).

Now we construct a quadratic estimator to search for the co-
variance which is introduced by lensing. We will use several dif-
ferent estimators for the lensing potential, as well as to probe
possible point source contamination, and so it will be useful to
keep this discussion as general as possible. A completely generic
quadratic estimator for the lensing potential can be written as

�̂x
LM =

X

L0M0

h
Rx�

i�1

LM,L0M0

h
x̄L0M0 � x̄MF

L0M0
i
, (7)

where Rx� is a normalization matrix, and x̄LM is a quadratic
“building block” which takes in a pair of filtered sky maps T̄ (1)

`m
and T̄ (2)

`m , and sums over their empirical covariance matrix with a
weight function W x

`1`2L:

x̄LM =
1
2

X

`1m1,`2m2

(�1)M
 
`1 `2 L
m1 m2 �M

!
W x
`1`2LT̄ (1)

`1m1
T̄ (2)
`2m2
. (8)

The “mean-field” term x̄MF
LM accounts for all known sources of

statistical anisotropy in the map, which could otherwise bias the
lensing estimate. It is given by

x̄MF
LM =

1
2

X

`1m1,`2m2

(�1)M
 
`1 `2 L
m1 m2 �M

!
W x
`1`2LhT̄ (1)

`1m1
T̄ (2)
`2m2
i, (9)

where the ensemble average here is taken over realizations of the
CMB and noise.

We may now optimize the generic quadratic estimator above.
If the primordial CMB fluctuations and instrumental noise are
Gaussian and the lensing potential is fixed, then the likelihood
for the observed CMB fluctuations is still a Gaussian, which may
be maximized with respect to the lensing potential modes �LM
(Hirata & Seljak 2003a). The optimal quadratic estimator is the
first step of an iterative maximization of this likelihood, and it
has been shown that additional iterations of the estimator are not
necessary for temperature lens reconstruction (Hirata & Seljak
2003a; Okamoto & Hu 2003). The optimal quadratic estimator
has the following choices for the weight function and filtering.

(I) The weight function W x should be a matched filter for the
covariance induced by lensing (i.e., one should use �̄, with
weight function given by Eq. 6). We shall use this weight
function for all of our fiducial results, although for consis-
tency tests we will also use “bias-hardened” estimators,
which have weight functions constructed to be orthogo-
nal to certain systematic e↵ects (Namikawa et al. 2012a).
This is discussed further in Sect. 7.4.

(II) The filtered temperature multipoles T̄`m should be given
by T̄`m = (C�1T )`m, where T is a beam-deconvolved sky
map and C is its total signal+noise covariance matrix. We
describe our approximate implementation of this filtering
in Appendix B. When combining multiple frequencies for
our minimum-variance estimator, all of the available data
is combined into a single map which is then filtered and
used for both input multipoles of the quadratic estimator.
It can be desirable to use di↵erent pairs of maps however,
and we use this for several consistency tests. For exam-
ple, we feed maps with independent noise realizations into
the quadratic estimator to avoid possible noise biases in
Sect. 7.3.

In the quadratic maximum-likelihood estimator, the mean-field
correction emerges from the determinant term in the likelihood
function, and it can be seen that the normalization matrix R is
the Fisher matrix for the �LM; this means that the normalization
is the same as the covariance matrix of the lens reconstruction,
and so the unnormalized lensing estimate �̄ = x̄ � x̄MF is equiv-
alent to an inverse-variance-weighted lens reconstruction, which
is precisely the quantity needed for most statistical analysis. This
is why we have denoted it with an overbar, in analogy to T̄ .

We choose to treat the map noise as if it were homogeneous
when constructing the filtered T̄`m, and do not account for vari-
ation with hit count across the sky. This is a slightly suboptimal
filtering choice; in Appendix. B we estimate that it leads to a
5% loss of total signal-to-noise when constraining the power
spectrum of the lensing potential. The advantage of this ap-
proach, however, is that far from the mask boundaries our fil-
tering asymptotes to a simple form, given by

T̄`m ⇡
h
CTT
` +CNN

`

i�1
T`m ⌘ F`T`m, (10)

where CTT
` is the temperature power spectrum and CNN

` is the
power spectrum of the homogeneous noise level that we use in
our filtering. For the purposes of compact notation, in the fol-
lowing equations we combine both of these elements in the “fil-
ter function” F`. The asymptotic form of our filtering, Eq. (10),
will prove useful, as it means that the normalization of our esti-
mator, as well as its variance and response to various systematic
e↵ects, may be accurately modelled analytically. It allows us to
propagate uncertainties in the beam transfer function and CMB
power spectrum, for example, directly to our lens reconstruction.
This filtering choice also means that the normalization does not
vary as a function of position on the sky, which simplifies the
analysis of cross-correlations between the lensing potential map
and external tracers. Under the approximation of Eq. (10), the
estimator normalization is given by

Rx�
LM,L0M0 = �LL0�MM0Rx�

L , (11)

where the response function Rx�
L for filtered maps T̄ (1) and T̄ (2)

is
Rx�,(1)(2)

L =
1

(2L + 1)

X

`1`2

1
2

W x
`1`2LW�`1`2LF(1)

`1
F(2)
`2
. (12)

This can be read as “the response of estimator x to lensing on
scale L”. The filter functions F` are those used for T̄ (1) and T̄ (2)

respectively. In cases where the filter functions are obvious, we
will drop the indices above.

Putting all of the above together, for a chosen quadratic esti-
mator x̄ we obtain normalized, mean-field-debiased estimates of
the lensing potential � as

�̂x
LM =

1
Rx�

L

⇣
x̄LM � x̄MF

LM

⌘
. (13)
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Planck Collaboration: Gravitational lensing by large-scale structures with Planck

Fig. 1. Sky-averaged lens reconstruction noise levels for the 100,
143, and 217 GHz Planck channels (red, green, and blue solid,
respectively), as well as for experiments that are cosmic-variance
limited to a maximum multipole `max = 1000, 1500, and 1750
(upper to lower solid grey lines). A fiducial ⇤CDM lensing po-
tential using best-fit parameters to the temperature power spec-
trum from Planck Collaboration XVI (2013) is shown in dashed
black. The noise level for a minimum-variance (“MV”) combi-
nation of 143+217 GHz is shown in black (the gain from adding
100 GHz is negligible).

Fig. 2. Overview of forecasted contributions to the detection sig-
nificance as a function of lensing multipole L for the C��L power
spectrum (solid black), as well as for several other mass tracers,
at the noise levels of our MV lens reconstruction. Our measure-
ment of the power spectrum C��L is presented in Sect. 6, The
ISW-� correlation believed to be induced by dark energy is stud-
ied in Sect. 6.2. The NVSS-� correlation is studied (along with
other Galaxy correlations) in Sect. 6.3. The CIB-� prediction
(dashed cyan) uses the linear SSED model of Hall et al. (2010),
assuming no noise or foreground contamination. A full analy-
sis and interpretation of the CIB-� correlation is performed in
Planck Collaboration XVIII (2013).

based on the lensing multipole range 40  L  400.
This multipole range (highlighted as a dark grey band
in Fig. 2), was chosen as the range in which Planck
has the greatest sensitivity to lensing power, encap-
sulating over 90% of the anticipated signal-to-noise,
while conservatively avoiding the low-L multipoles
where mean-field corrections due to survey anisotropy
(discussed in Appendix C) are large, and the high-L
multipoles where there are large corrections to the power
spectra from Gaussian (disconnected) noise bias. Distilled
to a single amplitude, our likelihood corresponds to a
4% measurement of the amplitude of the fiducial ⇤CDM
lensing power spectrum, or a 2% measurement of the
amplitude of the matter fluctuations (neglecting parameter
degeneracies).

Our e↵orts to validate these products are aided by the fre-
quency coverage of the three Planck channels that we employ,
which span a wide range of foreground, beam, and noise prop-
erties. For the mask levels that we use, the root-mean-squared
(RMS) foreground contamination predicted by the Planck sky
model (Delabrouille et al. 2012) has an amplitude of 14, 22,
and 70 µK at 100, 143, and 217 GHz, which can be compared
to a CMB RMS for the Planck best-fitting ⇤CDM power spec-
trum of approximately 110 µK. The dominant foreground com-
ponent at all three CMB frequencies is dust emission, both from
our Galaxy as well as the cosmic infrared background (CIB),
although at 100 GHz free-free emission is thought to consti-
tute approximately 15% of the foreground RMS. Contamination
from the thermal Sunyaev-Zeldovich (tSZ) e↵ect is a potential
worry at 100 and 143 GHz, but negligible at 217 GHz (Sunyaev
& Zeldovich 1980). On the instrumental side, these frequency
channels also span a wide range of beam asymmetry, with typi-
cal ellipticities of 19%, 4%, and 18% at 100, 143, and 217 GHz.
The magnitude of correlated noise on small scales (due to de-
convolution of the bolometer time response) also varies signifi-
cantly. The ratio of the noise power (before beam deconvolution)
at ` = 1500 to that at ` = 500 is a factor of 1.5, 1.1, and 1.0 at
100, 143, and 217 GHz. The agreement of lens reconstructions
based on combinations of these three channels allows a powerful
suite of consistency tests for both foreground and instrumental
biases. We will further validate the robustness of our result to
foreground contamination using the component separated maps
from the Planck consortium (Planck Collaboration XII 2013).

At face value, the 4% measurement of C��L in our fiducial
likelihood corresponds to a 25� detection of gravitational lens-
ing e↵ects. In fact, a significant fraction (approximately 25% of
our error bar) is due to sample variance of the lenses themselves,
and so the actual “detection” of lensing e↵ects (under the null
hypothesis of no lensing) is significantly higher. We have also
been conservative in terms of mask and multipole range in the
construction of our fiducial lensing likelihood. As we will show
in Sect. 7.1, we obtain consistent results on sky fractions larger
than our fiducial 70% sky mask.

The Planck lensing potential is part of a significant shift for
CMB lensing science from the detection regime to that of preci-
sion cosmological probe. The NVSS quasar catalogue, for exam-
ple, has been a focus of previous lensing cross-correlation stud-
ies with WMAP (Hirata et al. 2004; Smith et al. 2007; Hirata
et al. 2008), where evidence for cross-correlation was found at
approximately 3.5�. As we will see in Sect. 6.3, the significance
for this correlation with Planck is now 20�. Notably, this is less
than the significance with which lensing may be detected inter-
nally with Planck. The lensing potential measured by Planck

3
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Lensing signal

Noise level
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Lensing Multipole L

Angular Scale [deg.]

Fig. 10. Lensing potential power spectrum estimates based on the individual 100, 143, and 217 GHz sky maps, as well our fiducial
minimum-variance (MV) reconstruction which forms the basis for the Planck lensing likelihood. The black line is for the best-fit
⇤CDM model of Planck Collaboration XVI (2013).

perform additional cross-checks using these bins to ascertain
whether they would have any significant implications for cos-
mology.

In addition to the Planck power spectrum measurements, in
Fig. 11 we have overplotted the ACT and SPT measurements
of the lensing potential power spectrum (Das et al. 2013; van
Engelen et al. 2012). It is clear that all are very consistent.
The Planck measurement has the largest signal-to-noise of these
measurements; as we have already discussed the 40 < L < 400
lensing likelihood provides a 4% constraint on the amplitude of
the lensing potential power spectrum, while the constraint from
current ACT and SPT measurements are 32% and 16% respec-
tively. These measurements are nevertheless quite complemen-
tary. As a function of angular scale, the full-sky Planck power
spectrum estimate has the smallest uncertainty per multipole of
all three experiments at L < 500, at which point the additional
small-scale modes up to `max = 3000 used in the SPT lensing
analysis lead to smaller error bars. The good agreement in these
estimates of C��L is reassuring; in addition to the fact that the ex-
periments and analyses are completely independent, these mea-
surements are sourced from fairly independent angular scales
in the temperature map, with ` <⇠ 1600 in the case of Planck,
` < 2300 in the case of ACT, and ` < 3000 in the case of SPT.
Cross-correlation of the Planck lensing map with these indepen-
dent measures of the lensing potential will provide an additional
cross-check on their consistency, however at the power spectrum
level they are already in good agreement.

6.1. Parameters

Weak gravitational lensing of the CMB provides sensitivity
to cosmological parameters a↵ecting the late-time growth of
structure which are otherwise degenerate in the primary CMB

anisotropies imprinted around recombination. Examples include
the dark energy density in models with spatial curvature and the
mass of neutrinos that are light enough (m⌫ < 0.5 eV) still to
have been relativistic at recombination.

To connect our measurement of the lensing power spectrum
to parameters, we construct a lensing likelihood nominally based
on the multipole range 40  L  400, cut into eight equal-width
bins with �L = 45 to maintain parameter leverage from shape
information in addition to our overall amplitude constraint. In
Table 1 we present bandpowers for these eight bins using the in-
dividual 100, 143, and 217 GHz reconstructions as well as the
MV reconstruction which is the basis for our nominal likeli-
hood. The bandpower estimates and their uncertainties are bro-
ken down into constituent parts as discussed in Sect. 2. Based on
these bandpowers, we form a likelihood following Eq. (23). The
measurement errors on each bin are measured by Monte-Carlo
using 1000 simulations, and the bins are su�ciently wide that
we can neglect any small covariance between them (this is dis-
cussed further in Appendix D). We analytically marginalize over
uncertainties that are correlated between bins, including them in
the measurement covariance matrix. This includes beam transfer
function uncertainties (as described in Sect 5.2), uncertainties in
the point source correction (Sect. 7.2) and uncertainty in the N(1)

correction.
As the lensing likelihood is always used in conjunction with

the Planck TT power spectrum likelihood, we coherently ac-
count for uncertainty in CTT

` by renormalizing our lensing po-
tential measurement for each sample, as described in Sect. 5.3.

The lensing likelihood is combined with the main Planck
TT likelihood (Planck Collaboration XV 2013) – constructed
from the temperature (pseudo) cross-spectra between detec-
tor sets at intermediate and high multipoles, and an exact ap-
proach for Gaussian temperature anisotropies at low multipoles
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improve on this first full-sky map of the CMB lensing poten-
tial. As is illustrated in the simulated reconstruction of Fig. 4,
there will be clear visual correlations between this map and fu-
ture measurements.

In Fig. 10 we plot the power spectra of our individual 100,
143, and 217 GHz reconstructions as well as the minimum-
variance reconstruction. The agreement of all four spectra is
striking. Overall, our power spectrum measurement is reason-
ably consistent with the ⇤CDM prediction, given our measure-
ment error bars. Dividing the L 2 [1, 2048] multipole range into
bins of �L = 64 and binning uniformly in [L(L + 1)]2C��L , we
obtain a reduced �2 for the di↵erence between our power spec-
trum estimate and the model of 40.7 with 32 degrees of freedom.
The associated probability to exceed is 14%. On a detailed level,
there are some discrepancies between the shape and amplitude
of our power spectrum and the fiducial model however. Our like-
lihood is based on the multipole range 40  L  400, which
captures 90% of the available signal-to-noise for an amplitude
constraint on C��L . This range was chosen as the region of our
spectrum least likely to be contaminated by systematic e↵ects
(primarily uncertainties in the mean-field corrections at low-L,
and uncertainties in the Gaussian and point-source bias correc-
tions at high-L). Estimating an average amplitude for the fiducial
lensing power spectrum for a single bin over this multipole range
using Eq. (25) we find an amplitude of Â40!400 = 0.94 ± 0.04
relative to the fiducial model (which has A = 1). The power in
this region is consistent with the fiducial model, although 1.5�
low (the corresponding probability-to-exceed for the �2 of this
di↵erence is 15%). The low- and high-L extent of our likelihood
were deliberately chosen to have enough expected lensing signal
to enable a 10� detection of lensing on either side, bookending
our likelihood with two additional consistency tests. On the low-
L side, we have a good agreement with the expected power. As
will be discussed in Sect. 7.4, our measurement at L < 10 fails
some consistency tests at a level comparable to the expected sig-
nal. The L < 10 modes, which we suspect are somewhat con-
taminated by errors in the mean-field subtraction, are neverthe-
less consistent with the fiducial expectation, as can be seen in
Fig. 10; we measure Â1!10 = 0.44±0.54. Extending to the lower
limit of our likelihood, with a single bin from 10  L  40 we
measure Â10!40 = 1.02 ± 0.12. On the high-L side of our fidu-
cial likelihood, there is tension however. Extending from the fi-
nal likelihood multipole at L = 400 to the maximum multipole
of our reconstruction, we find Â400!2048 = 0.68 ± 0.13, which
is in tension with A = 1 at a level of just over 2.4�. The rel-
atively low power in our reconstruction is driven by a dip rel-
ative to the ⇤CDM model spectrum between 500 < L < 750,
as can be seen in Fig. 10. We show this feature more clearly
in the residual plot of Fig. 11. This deficit of power is in turn
driven by the 143 GHz data. For an estimate of the power spec-
trum using only 143 GHz, we measure Â143

400!2048 = 0.37 ± 0.18.
The 217 GHz reconstruction is more consistent with the model,
having Â217

400!2048 = 0.82 ± 0.17. These two measurements are
in tension; we have Â217�143

400!2048 = 0.45 ± 0.18, which is a 2.5�
discrepancy. The error bar on this di↵erence accounts for the ex-
pected correlation between the two channels due to the fact that
they see the same CMB sky. A larger set of consistency tests
will be presented in Sect. 7. We note for now that the bins from
40 < L < 400 used in our likelihood pass all consistency tests,
and show better agreement between 143 and 217 GHz. Although
L < 40 and L > 400 are not included in our nominal likelihood,
when discussing the use of the lensing likelihood for cosmo-
logical parameter constraints in the following section we will

�WF(n̂)

Galactic North

�WF(n̂)

Galactic South

Fig. 8. Wiener-filtered lensing potential estimate
�WF

LM ⌘ C��L (�̄LM � �̄MF
LM ) for our MV reconstruction, in Galactic

coordinates using orthographic projection. The reconstruction
is bandpass filtered to L 2 [10, 2048]. The Planck lens recon-
struction has S/N  1 for individual modes on all scales, so
this map is noise dominated. Comparison between simulations
of reconstructed and input � in Fig. 4 show the expected level
of visible correlation between our reconstruction and the true
lensing potential.

Galactic South - 143 GHz Galactic South - 217 GHz

Fig. 9. Wiener-filtered lensing potential estimates, as in Fig. 8,
for the individual 143 and 217 GHz maps.
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consistent with both flat models and models with!" ¼ 0. If we
allow for a large SZ signal, then the WMAP data alone favor a
model with !K ¼ "0:04; however, this model is not consistent
with other astronomical data.

The combination of WMAP data and other astronomical data
places strong constraints on the geometry of the universe (see
Table 12):

1. The angular scale of the baryon acoustic oscillation (BAO)
peak in the SDSS LRG sample (Eisenstein et al. 2005) measures
the distance to z ¼ 0:35. The combination of the BAO and CMB
observations strongly constrain the geometry of the universe.
The position of the peak in the galaxy spectrum in the SDSS and
2dFGRS surveys provide local measurements of the angular di-
ameter distance.

2. Figure 21 shows that the Hubble constant varies along this
line, so that the HST Key Project constraint on the Hubble con-
stant leads to a strong bound on the curvature.

3. SNe observations measure the luminosity distance to z # 1.
The combination of SNe data and CMB data also favors a nearly
flat universe.

The strong limits quoted in Table 12 rely on our assumption
that the dark energy has the equation of state, w ¼ "1. In x 7.1,
we discussed relaxing this assumption and assuming that w is a
constant. Figure 15 shows that by using the combination of CMB,
large-scale structure, and supernova data, we can simultaneously
constrain both !k and w. This figure confirms that our minimal
model, !k ¼ 0, and w ¼ "1 is consistent with the current data.

8. ARE CMB FLUCTUATIONS GAUSSIAN?

The detection of primordial non-Gaussian fluctuations in the
CMBwould have a profound impact on our understanding of the
physics of the early universe. While the simplest inflationary
models predict only mild non-Gaussianities that should be un-
detectable in theWMAP data, there are a wide range of plausible
mechanisms for generating significant and detectable non-Gaussian
fluctuations (see Bartolo et al. 2004a for a recent review). There
are a number of plausible extensions of the standard inflationary
model (Lyth et al. 2003; Dvali et al. 2004; Bartolo et al. 2004b)
or alternative early universe models (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004;
Alishahiha et al. 2004) that predict skewed primordial fluctuations
at a level detectable byWMAP.

There are other cosmological mechanisms for generating non-
Gaussianity. The smallness of the CMB quadrupole seen by both
WMAP and COBE has stimulated interest in the possibility that
the universe may be finite (Luminet et al. 2003; Aurich et al.
2005). If the universe were finite and had a size comparable to
horizon size today, then the CMB fluctuations would be non-
Gaussian (Cornish et al. 1996; Levin et al. 1997; Bond et al. 2000;
Inoue et al. 2000).While analysis of the first-year data did not find
any evidence for a finite universe (Phillips &Kogut 2006; Cornish

et al. 2004), these searches were nonexhaustive so the data rule
out most but not all small universes.
Using an analysis of Minkowski functionals, Komatsu et al.

(2003) did not find evidence for statistically isotropic but non-
Gaussian fluctuations in the first-year sky maps. The Colley &
Gott (2003) reanalysis of the maps confirmed the conclusion that
there was no evidence of non-Gaussianity. Eriksen et al. (2004b)
measured the Minkowski functionals and the length of the skel-
eton for the first-year maps on 11 different smoothing scales.
While they found no evidence for deviations from non-Gaussianity
using theMinkowski area,Minkowski length, and the length of the
skeleton, they did find an intriguingly high!2 for the genus statistic.
For a broad class of theories, we can parameterize the effects

of nonlinear physics by a simple coupling term that couples a
Gaussian random field,  , to the Bardeen curvature potential,#:

#(x) ¼  (x)þ fNL 
2(x): ð16Þ

Simple inflationary models based on a single slowly rolling sca-
lar field with the canonical kinetic Lagrangian predict j fNLj<1
(Maldacena 2003; Bartolo et al. 2004a); however, curvaton infla-
tion (Lyth et al. 2003), ghost inflation (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004),
and Dirac-Born-Infeld (DBI) inflation models (Alishahiha et al.
2004) can generate much larger non-Gaussianity, j fNLj# 100.
Using the WMAP first-year data, Komatsu et al. (2003) con-
strained "54< fNL< 134 at the 95% confidence level. Several
different groups (Gaztañaga &Wagg 2003; Mukherjee &Wang
2003; Cabella et al. 2004; Phillips & Kogut 2006; Creminelli
et al. 2006) have applied alternative techniques to measure fNL
from the maps and have similar limits on fNL. Babich et al. (2004)
note that these limits are sensitive to the physics that generated the
non-Gaussianity as different mechanisms predict different forms
for the bispectrum.
Since the release of theWMAP data, several groups have claimed

detections of significant non-Gaussianities (Tegmark et al. 2003;

Fig. 21.—Range of nonflat cosmological models consistent with theWMAP
data only. The models in the figure are all power-law CDMmodels with dark en-
ergy and dark matter, but without the constraint that !m þ !" ¼ 1 (model M10
in Table 3). The different colors correspond to values of the Hubble constant as
indicated in the figure.Whilemodelswith!" ¼ 0 are not disfavored by theWMAP
data only ($!2

eA ¼ 0; model M4 in Table 3), the combination ofWMAP data plus
measurements of the Hubble constant strongly constrain the geometry and com-
position of the universe within the framework of these models. The dashed line
shows an approximation to the degeneracy track: !K ¼ "0:3040þ 0:4067!".
Note that for these open universe models, we assume a flat prior on!".

TABLE 12

Joint Data Set Constraints on Geometry and Vacuum Energy

Data Set !K !"

WMAP + h = 0.72 ' 0.08 ....... "0.014 ' 0.017 0.716 ' 0.055

WMAP + SDSS......................... "0:0053þ0:0068
"0:0060 0.707 ' 0.041

WMAP + 2dFGRS .................... "0:0093þ0:0098
"0:0092 0:745þ0:025

"0:024

WMAP + SDSS LRG ............... "0.012 ' 0.010 0.728 ' 0.021

WMAP + SNLS ........................ "0.011 ' 0.012 0.738 ' 0.030

WMAP + SNGold ..................... "0.023 ' 0.014 0.700 ' 0.031
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consistent with both flat models and models with!" ¼ 0. If we
allow for a large SZ signal, then the WMAP data alone favor a
model with !K ¼ "0:04; however, this model is not consistent
with other astronomical data.

The combination of WMAP data and other astronomical data
places strong constraints on the geometry of the universe (see
Table 12):

1. The angular scale of the baryon acoustic oscillation (BAO)
peak in the SDSS LRG sample (Eisenstein et al. 2005) measures
the distance to z ¼ 0:35. The combination of the BAO and CMB
observations strongly constrain the geometry of the universe.
The position of the peak in the galaxy spectrum in the SDSS and
2dFGRS surveys provide local measurements of the angular di-
ameter distance.

2. Figure 21 shows that the Hubble constant varies along this
line, so that the HST Key Project constraint on the Hubble con-
stant leads to a strong bound on the curvature.

3. SNe observations measure the luminosity distance to z # 1.
The combination of SNe data and CMB data also favors a nearly
flat universe.

The strong limits quoted in Table 12 rely on our assumption
that the dark energy has the equation of state, w ¼ "1. In x 7.1,
we discussed relaxing this assumption and assuming that w is a
constant. Figure 15 shows that by using the combination of CMB,
large-scale structure, and supernova data, we can simultaneously
constrain both !k and w. This figure confirms that our minimal
model, !k ¼ 0, and w ¼ "1 is consistent with the current data.

8. ARE CMB FLUCTUATIONS GAUSSIAN?

The detection of primordial non-Gaussian fluctuations in the
CMBwould have a profound impact on our understanding of the
physics of the early universe. While the simplest inflationary
models predict only mild non-Gaussianities that should be un-
detectable in theWMAP data, there are a wide range of plausible
mechanisms for generating significant and detectable non-Gaussian
fluctuations (see Bartolo et al. 2004a for a recent review). There
are a number of plausible extensions of the standard inflationary
model (Lyth et al. 2003; Dvali et al. 2004; Bartolo et al. 2004b)
or alternative early universe models (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004;
Alishahiha et al. 2004) that predict skewed primordial fluctuations
at a level detectable byWMAP.

There are other cosmological mechanisms for generating non-
Gaussianity. The smallness of the CMB quadrupole seen by both
WMAP and COBE has stimulated interest in the possibility that
the universe may be finite (Luminet et al. 2003; Aurich et al.
2005). If the universe were finite and had a size comparable to
horizon size today, then the CMB fluctuations would be non-
Gaussian (Cornish et al. 1996; Levin et al. 1997; Bond et al. 2000;
Inoue et al. 2000).While analysis of the first-year data did not find
any evidence for a finite universe (Phillips &Kogut 2006; Cornish

et al. 2004), these searches were nonexhaustive so the data rule
out most but not all small universes.
Using an analysis of Minkowski functionals, Komatsu et al.

(2003) did not find evidence for statistically isotropic but non-
Gaussian fluctuations in the first-year sky maps. The Colley &
Gott (2003) reanalysis of the maps confirmed the conclusion that
there was no evidence of non-Gaussianity. Eriksen et al. (2004b)
measured the Minkowski functionals and the length of the skel-
eton for the first-year maps on 11 different smoothing scales.
While they found no evidence for deviations from non-Gaussianity
using theMinkowski area,Minkowski length, and the length of the
skeleton, they did find an intriguingly high!2 for the genus statistic.
For a broad class of theories, we can parameterize the effects

of nonlinear physics by a simple coupling term that couples a
Gaussian random field,  , to the Bardeen curvature potential,#:

#(x) ¼  (x)þ fNL 
2(x): ð16Þ

Simple inflationary models based on a single slowly rolling sca-
lar field with the canonical kinetic Lagrangian predict j fNLj<1
(Maldacena 2003; Bartolo et al. 2004a); however, curvaton infla-
tion (Lyth et al. 2003), ghost inflation (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004),
and Dirac-Born-Infeld (DBI) inflation models (Alishahiha et al.
2004) can generate much larger non-Gaussianity, j fNLj# 100.
Using the WMAP first-year data, Komatsu et al. (2003) con-
strained "54< fNL< 134 at the 95% confidence level. Several
different groups (Gaztañaga &Wagg 2003; Mukherjee &Wang
2003; Cabella et al. 2004; Phillips & Kogut 2006; Creminelli
et al. 2006) have applied alternative techniques to measure fNL
from the maps and have similar limits on fNL. Babich et al. (2004)
note that these limits are sensitive to the physics that generated the
non-Gaussianity as different mechanisms predict different forms
for the bispectrum.
Since the release of theWMAP data, several groups have claimed

detections of significant non-Gaussianities (Tegmark et al. 2003;

Fig. 21.—Range of nonflat cosmological models consistent with theWMAP
data only. The models in the figure are all power-law CDMmodels with dark en-
ergy and dark matter, but without the constraint that !m þ !" ¼ 1 (model M10
in Table 3). The different colors correspond to values of the Hubble constant as
indicated in the figure.Whilemodelswith!" ¼ 0 are not disfavored by theWMAP
data only ($!2

eA ¼ 0; model M4 in Table 3), the combination ofWMAP data plus
measurements of the Hubble constant strongly constrain the geometry and com-
position of the universe within the framework of these models. The dashed line
shows an approximation to the degeneracy track: !K ¼ "0:3040þ 0:4067!".
Note that for these open universe models, we assume a flat prior on!".

TABLE 12

Joint Data Set Constraints on Geometry and Vacuum Energy

Data Set !K !"

WMAP + h = 0.72 ' 0.08 ....... "0.014 ' 0.017 0.716 ' 0.055

WMAP + SDSS......................... "0:0053þ0:0068
"0:0060 0.707 ' 0.041

WMAP + 2dFGRS .................... "0:0093þ0:0098
"0:0092 0:745þ0:025

"0:024

WMAP + SDSS LRG ............... "0.012 ' 0.010 0.728 ' 0.021

WMAP + SNLS ........................ "0.011 ' 0.012 0.738 ' 0.030

WMAP + SNGold ..................... "0.023 ' 0.014 0.700 ' 0.031
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consistent with both flat models and models with!" ¼ 0. If we
allow for a large SZ signal, then the WMAP data alone favor a
model with !K ¼ "0:04; however, this model is not consistent
with other astronomical data.

The combination of WMAP data and other astronomical data
places strong constraints on the geometry of the universe (see
Table 12):

1. The angular scale of the baryon acoustic oscillation (BAO)
peak in the SDSS LRG sample (Eisenstein et al. 2005) measures
the distance to z ¼ 0:35. The combination of the BAO and CMB
observations strongly constrain the geometry of the universe.
The position of the peak in the galaxy spectrum in the SDSS and
2dFGRS surveys provide local measurements of the angular di-
ameter distance.

2. Figure 21 shows that the Hubble constant varies along this
line, so that the HST Key Project constraint on the Hubble con-
stant leads to a strong bound on the curvature.

3. SNe observations measure the luminosity distance to z # 1.
The combination of SNe data and CMB data also favors a nearly
flat universe.

The strong limits quoted in Table 12 rely on our assumption
that the dark energy has the equation of state, w ¼ "1. In x 7.1,
we discussed relaxing this assumption and assuming that w is a
constant. Figure 15 shows that by using the combination of CMB,
large-scale structure, and supernova data, we can simultaneously
constrain both !k and w. This figure confirms that our minimal
model, !k ¼ 0, and w ¼ "1 is consistent with the current data.

8. ARE CMB FLUCTUATIONS GAUSSIAN?

The detection of primordial non-Gaussian fluctuations in the
CMBwould have a profound impact on our understanding of the
physics of the early universe. While the simplest inflationary
models predict only mild non-Gaussianities that should be un-
detectable in theWMAP data, there are a wide range of plausible
mechanisms for generating significant and detectable non-Gaussian
fluctuations (see Bartolo et al. 2004a for a recent review). There
are a number of plausible extensions of the standard inflationary
model (Lyth et al. 2003; Dvali et al. 2004; Bartolo et al. 2004b)
or alternative early universe models (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004;
Alishahiha et al. 2004) that predict skewed primordial fluctuations
at a level detectable byWMAP.

There are other cosmological mechanisms for generating non-
Gaussianity. The smallness of the CMB quadrupole seen by both
WMAP and COBE has stimulated interest in the possibility that
the universe may be finite (Luminet et al. 2003; Aurich et al.
2005). If the universe were finite and had a size comparable to
horizon size today, then the CMB fluctuations would be non-
Gaussian (Cornish et al. 1996; Levin et al. 1997; Bond et al. 2000;
Inoue et al. 2000).While analysis of the first-year data did not find
any evidence for a finite universe (Phillips &Kogut 2006; Cornish

et al. 2004), these searches were nonexhaustive so the data rule
out most but not all small universes.
Using an analysis of Minkowski functionals, Komatsu et al.

(2003) did not find evidence for statistically isotropic but non-
Gaussian fluctuations in the first-year sky maps. The Colley &
Gott (2003) reanalysis of the maps confirmed the conclusion that
there was no evidence of non-Gaussianity. Eriksen et al. (2004b)
measured the Minkowski functionals and the length of the skel-
eton for the first-year maps on 11 different smoothing scales.
While they found no evidence for deviations from non-Gaussianity
using theMinkowski area,Minkowski length, and the length of the
skeleton, they did find an intriguingly high!2 for the genus statistic.
For a broad class of theories, we can parameterize the effects

of nonlinear physics by a simple coupling term that couples a
Gaussian random field,  , to the Bardeen curvature potential,#:

#(x) ¼  (x)þ fNL 
2(x): ð16Þ

Simple inflationary models based on a single slowly rolling sca-
lar field with the canonical kinetic Lagrangian predict j fNLj<1
(Maldacena 2003; Bartolo et al. 2004a); however, curvaton infla-
tion (Lyth et al. 2003), ghost inflation (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004),
and Dirac-Born-Infeld (DBI) inflation models (Alishahiha et al.
2004) can generate much larger non-Gaussianity, j fNLj# 100.
Using the WMAP first-year data, Komatsu et al. (2003) con-
strained "54< fNL< 134 at the 95% confidence level. Several
different groups (Gaztañaga &Wagg 2003; Mukherjee &Wang
2003; Cabella et al. 2004; Phillips & Kogut 2006; Creminelli
et al. 2006) have applied alternative techniques to measure fNL
from the maps and have similar limits on fNL. Babich et al. (2004)
note that these limits are sensitive to the physics that generated the
non-Gaussianity as different mechanisms predict different forms
for the bispectrum.
Since the release of theWMAP data, several groups have claimed

detections of significant non-Gaussianities (Tegmark et al. 2003;

Fig. 21.—Range of nonflat cosmological models consistent with theWMAP
data only. The models in the figure are all power-law CDMmodels with dark en-
ergy and dark matter, but without the constraint that !m þ !" ¼ 1 (model M10
in Table 3). The different colors correspond to values of the Hubble constant as
indicated in the figure.Whilemodelswith!" ¼ 0 are not disfavored by theWMAP
data only ($!2

eA ¼ 0; model M4 in Table 3), the combination ofWMAP data plus
measurements of the Hubble constant strongly constrain the geometry and com-
position of the universe within the framework of these models. The dashed line
shows an approximation to the degeneracy track: !K ¼ "0:3040þ 0:4067!".
Note that for these open universe models, we assume a flat prior on!".

TABLE 12

Joint Data Set Constraints on Geometry and Vacuum Energy

Data Set !K !"

WMAP + h = 0.72 ' 0.08 ....... "0.014 ' 0.017 0.716 ' 0.055

WMAP + SDSS......................... "0:0053þ0:0068
"0:0060 0.707 ' 0.041

WMAP + 2dFGRS .................... "0:0093þ0:0098
"0:0092 0:745þ0:025

"0:024

WMAP + SDSS LRG ............... "0.012 ' 0.010 0.728 ' 0.021

WMAP + SNLS ........................ "0.011 ' 0.012 0.738 ' 0.030

WMAP + SNGold ..................... "0.023 ' 0.014 0.700 ' 0.031
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consistent with both flat models and models with!" ¼ 0. If we
allow for a large SZ signal, then the WMAP data alone favor a
model with !K ¼ "0:04; however, this model is not consistent
with other astronomical data.

The combination of WMAP data and other astronomical data
places strong constraints on the geometry of the universe (see
Table 12):

1. The angular scale of the baryon acoustic oscillation (BAO)
peak in the SDSS LRG sample (Eisenstein et al. 2005) measures
the distance to z ¼ 0:35. The combination of the BAO and CMB
observations strongly constrain the geometry of the universe.
The position of the peak in the galaxy spectrum in the SDSS and
2dFGRS surveys provide local measurements of the angular di-
ameter distance.

2. Figure 21 shows that the Hubble constant varies along this
line, so that the HST Key Project constraint on the Hubble con-
stant leads to a strong bound on the curvature.

3. SNe observations measure the luminosity distance to z # 1.
The combination of SNe data and CMB data also favors a nearly
flat universe.

The strong limits quoted in Table 12 rely on our assumption
that the dark energy has the equation of state, w ¼ "1. In x 7.1,
we discussed relaxing this assumption and assuming that w is a
constant. Figure 15 shows that by using the combination of CMB,
large-scale structure, and supernova data, we can simultaneously
constrain both !k and w. This figure confirms that our minimal
model, !k ¼ 0, and w ¼ "1 is consistent with the current data.

8. ARE CMB FLUCTUATIONS GAUSSIAN?

The detection of primordial non-Gaussian fluctuations in the
CMBwould have a profound impact on our understanding of the
physics of the early universe. While the simplest inflationary
models predict only mild non-Gaussianities that should be un-
detectable in theWMAP data, there are a wide range of plausible
mechanisms for generating significant and detectable non-Gaussian
fluctuations (see Bartolo et al. 2004a for a recent review). There
are a number of plausible extensions of the standard inflationary
model (Lyth et al. 2003; Dvali et al. 2004; Bartolo et al. 2004b)
or alternative early universe models (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004;
Alishahiha et al. 2004) that predict skewed primordial fluctuations
at a level detectable byWMAP.

There are other cosmological mechanisms for generating non-
Gaussianity. The smallness of the CMB quadrupole seen by both
WMAP and COBE has stimulated interest in the possibility that
the universe may be finite (Luminet et al. 2003; Aurich et al.
2005). If the universe were finite and had a size comparable to
horizon size today, then the CMB fluctuations would be non-
Gaussian (Cornish et al. 1996; Levin et al. 1997; Bond et al. 2000;
Inoue et al. 2000).While analysis of the first-year data did not find
any evidence for a finite universe (Phillips &Kogut 2006; Cornish

et al. 2004), these searches were nonexhaustive so the data rule
out most but not all small universes.
Using an analysis of Minkowski functionals, Komatsu et al.

(2003) did not find evidence for statistically isotropic but non-
Gaussian fluctuations in the first-year sky maps. The Colley &
Gott (2003) reanalysis of the maps confirmed the conclusion that
there was no evidence of non-Gaussianity. Eriksen et al. (2004b)
measured the Minkowski functionals and the length of the skel-
eton for the first-year maps on 11 different smoothing scales.
While they found no evidence for deviations from non-Gaussianity
using theMinkowski area,Minkowski length, and the length of the
skeleton, they did find an intriguingly high!2 for the genus statistic.
For a broad class of theories, we can parameterize the effects

of nonlinear physics by a simple coupling term that couples a
Gaussian random field,  , to the Bardeen curvature potential,#:

#(x) ¼  (x)þ fNL 
2(x): ð16Þ

Simple inflationary models based on a single slowly rolling sca-
lar field with the canonical kinetic Lagrangian predict j fNLj<1
(Maldacena 2003; Bartolo et al. 2004a); however, curvaton infla-
tion (Lyth et al. 2003), ghost inflation (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004),
and Dirac-Born-Infeld (DBI) inflation models (Alishahiha et al.
2004) can generate much larger non-Gaussianity, j fNLj# 100.
Using the WMAP first-year data, Komatsu et al. (2003) con-
strained "54< fNL< 134 at the 95% confidence level. Several
different groups (Gaztañaga &Wagg 2003; Mukherjee &Wang
2003; Cabella et al. 2004; Phillips & Kogut 2006; Creminelli
et al. 2006) have applied alternative techniques to measure fNL
from the maps and have similar limits on fNL. Babich et al. (2004)
note that these limits are sensitive to the physics that generated the
non-Gaussianity as different mechanisms predict different forms
for the bispectrum.
Since the release of theWMAP data, several groups have claimed

detections of significant non-Gaussianities (Tegmark et al. 2003;

Fig. 21.—Range of nonflat cosmological models consistent with theWMAP
data only. The models in the figure are all power-law CDMmodels with dark en-
ergy and dark matter, but without the constraint that !m þ !" ¼ 1 (model M10
in Table 3). The different colors correspond to values of the Hubble constant as
indicated in the figure.Whilemodelswith!" ¼ 0 are not disfavored by theWMAP
data only ($!2

eA ¼ 0; model M4 in Table 3), the combination ofWMAP data plus
measurements of the Hubble constant strongly constrain the geometry and com-
position of the universe within the framework of these models. The dashed line
shows an approximation to the degeneracy track: !K ¼ "0:3040þ 0:4067!".
Note that for these open universe models, we assume a flat prior on!".

TABLE 12

Joint Data Set Constraints on Geometry and Vacuum Energy

Data Set !K !"

WMAP + h = 0.72 ' 0.08 ....... "0.014 ' 0.017 0.716 ' 0.055

WMAP + SDSS......................... "0:0053þ0:0068
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WMAP + SNGold ..................... "0.023 ' 0.014 0.700 ' 0.031
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consistent with both flat models and models with!" ¼ 0. If we
allow for a large SZ signal, then the WMAP data alone favor a
model with !K ¼ "0:04; however, this model is not consistent
with other astronomical data.
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The strong limits quoted in Table 12 rely on our assumption
that the dark energy has the equation of state, w ¼ "1. In x 7.1,
we discussed relaxing this assumption and assuming that w is a
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constrain both !k and w. This figure confirms that our minimal
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detectable in theWMAP data, there are a wide range of plausible
mechanisms for generating significant and detectable non-Gaussian
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model (Lyth et al. 2003; Dvali et al. 2004; Bartolo et al. 2004b)
or alternative early universe models (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004;
Alishahiha et al. 2004) that predict skewed primordial fluctuations
at a level detectable byWMAP.

There are other cosmological mechanisms for generating non-
Gaussianity. The smallness of the CMB quadrupole seen by both
WMAP and COBE has stimulated interest in the possibility that
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2005). If the universe were finite and had a size comparable to
horizon size today, then the CMB fluctuations would be non-
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Inoue et al. 2000).While analysis of the first-year data did not find
any evidence for a finite universe (Phillips &Kogut 2006; Cornish
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out most but not all small universes.
Using an analysis of Minkowski functionals, Komatsu et al.

(2003) did not find evidence for statistically isotropic but non-
Gaussian fluctuations in the first-year sky maps. The Colley &
Gott (2003) reanalysis of the maps confirmed the conclusion that
there was no evidence of non-Gaussianity. Eriksen et al. (2004b)
measured the Minkowski functionals and the length of the skel-
eton for the first-year maps on 11 different smoothing scales.
While they found no evidence for deviations from non-Gaussianity
using theMinkowski area,Minkowski length, and the length of the
skeleton, they did find an intriguingly high!2 for the genus statistic.
For a broad class of theories, we can parameterize the effects

of nonlinear physics by a simple coupling term that couples a
Gaussian random field,  , to the Bardeen curvature potential,#:

#(x) ¼  (x)þ fNL 
2(x): ð16Þ

Simple inflationary models based on a single slowly rolling sca-
lar field with the canonical kinetic Lagrangian predict j fNLj<1
(Maldacena 2003; Bartolo et al. 2004a); however, curvaton infla-
tion (Lyth et al. 2003), ghost inflation (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004),
and Dirac-Born-Infeld (DBI) inflation models (Alishahiha et al.
2004) can generate much larger non-Gaussianity, j fNLj# 100.
Using the WMAP first-year data, Komatsu et al. (2003) con-
strained "54< fNL< 134 at the 95% confidence level. Several
different groups (Gaztañaga &Wagg 2003; Mukherjee &Wang
2003; Cabella et al. 2004; Phillips & Kogut 2006; Creminelli
et al. 2006) have applied alternative techniques to measure fNL
from the maps and have similar limits on fNL. Babich et al. (2004)
note that these limits are sensitive to the physics that generated the
non-Gaussianity as different mechanisms predict different forms
for the bispectrum.
Since the release of theWMAP data, several groups have claimed

detections of significant non-Gaussianities (Tegmark et al. 2003;

Fig. 21.—Range of nonflat cosmological models consistent with theWMAP
data only. The models in the figure are all power-law CDMmodels with dark en-
ergy and dark matter, but without the constraint that !m þ !" ¼ 1 (model M10
in Table 3). The different colors correspond to values of the Hubble constant as
indicated in the figure.Whilemodelswith!" ¼ 0 are not disfavored by theWMAP
data only ($!2

eA ¼ 0; model M4 in Table 3), the combination ofWMAP data plus
measurements of the Hubble constant strongly constrain the geometry and com-
position of the universe within the framework of these models. The dashed line
shows an approximation to the degeneracy track: !K ¼ "0:3040þ 0:4067!".
Note that for these open universe models, we assume a flat prior on!".
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consistent with both flat models and models with!" ¼ 0. If we
allow for a large SZ signal, then the WMAP data alone favor a
model with !K ¼ "0:04; however, this model is not consistent
with other astronomical data.

The combination of WMAP data and other astronomical data
places strong constraints on the geometry of the universe (see
Table 12):

1. The angular scale of the baryon acoustic oscillation (BAO)
peak in the SDSS LRG sample (Eisenstein et al. 2005) measures
the distance to z ¼ 0:35. The combination of the BAO and CMB
observations strongly constrain the geometry of the universe.
The position of the peak in the galaxy spectrum in the SDSS and
2dFGRS surveys provide local measurements of the angular di-
ameter distance.

2. Figure 21 shows that the Hubble constant varies along this
line, so that the HST Key Project constraint on the Hubble con-
stant leads to a strong bound on the curvature.

3. SNe observations measure the luminosity distance to z # 1.
The combination of SNe data and CMB data also favors a nearly
flat universe.

The strong limits quoted in Table 12 rely on our assumption
that the dark energy has the equation of state, w ¼ "1. In x 7.1,
we discussed relaxing this assumption and assuming that w is a
constant. Figure 15 shows that by using the combination of CMB,
large-scale structure, and supernova data, we can simultaneously
constrain both !k and w. This figure confirms that our minimal
model, !k ¼ 0, and w ¼ "1 is consistent with the current data.

8. ARE CMB FLUCTUATIONS GAUSSIAN?

The detection of primordial non-Gaussian fluctuations in the
CMBwould have a profound impact on our understanding of the
physics of the early universe. While the simplest inflationary
models predict only mild non-Gaussianities that should be un-
detectable in theWMAP data, there are a wide range of plausible
mechanisms for generating significant and detectable non-Gaussian
fluctuations (see Bartolo et al. 2004a for a recent review). There
are a number of plausible extensions of the standard inflationary
model (Lyth et al. 2003; Dvali et al. 2004; Bartolo et al. 2004b)
or alternative early universe models (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004;
Alishahiha et al. 2004) that predict skewed primordial fluctuations
at a level detectable byWMAP.

There are other cosmological mechanisms for generating non-
Gaussianity. The smallness of the CMB quadrupole seen by both
WMAP and COBE has stimulated interest in the possibility that
the universe may be finite (Luminet et al. 2003; Aurich et al.
2005). If the universe were finite and had a size comparable to
horizon size today, then the CMB fluctuations would be non-
Gaussian (Cornish et al. 1996; Levin et al. 1997; Bond et al. 2000;
Inoue et al. 2000).While analysis of the first-year data did not find
any evidence for a finite universe (Phillips &Kogut 2006; Cornish

et al. 2004), these searches were nonexhaustive so the data rule
out most but not all small universes.
Using an analysis of Minkowski functionals, Komatsu et al.

(2003) did not find evidence for statistically isotropic but non-
Gaussian fluctuations in the first-year sky maps. The Colley &
Gott (2003) reanalysis of the maps confirmed the conclusion that
there was no evidence of non-Gaussianity. Eriksen et al. (2004b)
measured the Minkowski functionals and the length of the skel-
eton for the first-year maps on 11 different smoothing scales.
While they found no evidence for deviations from non-Gaussianity
using theMinkowski area,Minkowski length, and the length of the
skeleton, they did find an intriguingly high!2 for the genus statistic.
For a broad class of theories, we can parameterize the effects

of nonlinear physics by a simple coupling term that couples a
Gaussian random field,  , to the Bardeen curvature potential,#:

#(x) ¼  (x)þ fNL 
2(x): ð16Þ

Simple inflationary models based on a single slowly rolling sca-
lar field with the canonical kinetic Lagrangian predict j fNLj<1
(Maldacena 2003; Bartolo et al. 2004a); however, curvaton infla-
tion (Lyth et al. 2003), ghost inflation (Arkani-Hamed et al. 2004),
and Dirac-Born-Infeld (DBI) inflation models (Alishahiha et al.
2004) can generate much larger non-Gaussianity, j fNLj# 100.
Using the WMAP first-year data, Komatsu et al. (2003) con-
strained "54< fNL< 134 at the 95% confidence level. Several
different groups (Gaztañaga &Wagg 2003; Mukherjee &Wang
2003; Cabella et al. 2004; Phillips & Kogut 2006; Creminelli
et al. 2006) have applied alternative techniques to measure fNL
from the maps and have similar limits on fNL. Babich et al. (2004)
note that these limits are sensitive to the physics that generated the
non-Gaussianity as different mechanisms predict different forms
for the bispectrum.
Since the release of theWMAP data, several groups have claimed

detections of significant non-Gaussianities (Tegmark et al. 2003;

Fig. 21.—Range of nonflat cosmological models consistent with theWMAP
data only. The models in the figure are all power-law CDMmodels with dark en-
ergy and dark matter, but without the constraint that !m þ !" ¼ 1 (model M10
in Table 3). The different colors correspond to values of the Hubble constant as
indicated in the figure.Whilemodelswith!" ¼ 0 are not disfavored by theWMAP
data only ($!2

eA ¼ 0; model M4 in Table 3), the combination ofWMAP data plus
measurements of the Hubble constant strongly constrain the geometry and com-
position of the universe within the framework of these models. The dashed line
shows an approximation to the degeneracy track: !K ¼ "0:3040þ 0:4067!".
Note that for these open universe models, we assume a flat prior on!".
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2013
2014

Present (not fully public)

soon, data is here
2016?

+ ACT, ACTpol, Advanced ACT: similar timescale and properties as SPT surveys
+ Possible post-planck CMB mission ESA-M4, USA CMB-S4

SPT noise levels kindly provided by G. 
Simard & G. Holder (McGill Univ.)
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Lensing potential power spectrum

Non-Gaussian structure of the lensed CMB power spectra covariance matrix
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Gravitational lensing of the Cosmic Microwave Background (CMB) encodes cosmological infor-
mation in the observed anisotropies of temperature and polarization. Accurate extraction of this
additional information requires a precise modeling of the covariance matrix of the power spectra of
observed CMB fields. We introduce a new analytical model to describe the non-Gaussian structure
of this covariance matrix and display the importance of second-order terms that were previously
neglected. We also provided a detailed comparison between the information content of the lensed
CMB power spectra and of ideal reconstruction of the lensing potential. We illustrate the impact of
the non-Gaussian terms in the power spectrum covariance by providing Fisher errors on the sum of
the masses of the neutrinos, the dark energy equation of state, and the curvature of the Universe.

PACS numbers: 98.62.Sb, 98.70.Vc, 95.36.+x

I. INTRODUCTION

Gravitational potentials of large-scale structure gen-
erate a deflection of the trajectories of the Cosmic Mi-
crowave Background (CMB), an e⇥ect known as CMB
lensing [1–3] (see [4] for a review). After its initial detec-
tion in cross-correlation with large-scale structure [5, 6],
CMB lensing has now been detected with high signifi-
cance in high-resolution observations from ACT [7] and
SPT [8].

CMB lensing generates a characteristic statistical sig-
nature that makes the CMB sensitive to cosmological pa-
rameters which directly influence the growth of cosmic
structure. This breaks the angular diameter degeneracy
in the unlensed CMB and improves constraints on param-
eters such as neutrino masses, the dark energy equation
of state, and the curvature of the Universe [9–13].

Mathematically, CMB lensing is described as follows.
We introduce a vector field d(⇥n) (the deflection field)
such that the lensed temperature T (⇥n) and unlensed tem-
perature T̃ (⇥n) are related by

T (⇥n) = T̃ (⇥n + d(⇥n)) (1)

and analogously for the Stokes parameters Q(⇥n), U(⇥n)
which describe linear CMB polarization. To lowest order
in perturbation theory, the deflection field d(⇥n) is the
gradient of a scalar lensing potential (i.e. d(⇥n) = ⇥⇥(⇥n))
which can be written as a line-of-sight integral:

⇥(⇥n) = �2
�

d�
⇤(� � �rec)
⇤(�rec)⇤(�)

�(⇤⇥n, �), (2)

where � is the conformal time, �rec is the epoch of last
scattering, and ⇤ is the angular diameter distance in co-
moving coordinates.

� benoitl@iap.fr

CMB lensing modifies the Gaussian statistics of the
unlensed CMB by generating a correlation between the
primary field and its gradient [14]. It also modifies the
shape of the temperature and E-mode polarization power
spectra, and generates a nonzero B-mode power spec-
trum. This leads two di⇥erent statistical techniques for
extracting cosmological information from CMB lensing.
First, we can simply make precise measurements of CMB
power spectra (especially the B-mode power spectrum),
which will include lensing contributions. Second, lens re-
construction techniques have been proposed which use
the correlation between the primary and its gradient to
make a mode-by-mode statistical reconstruction of the
lensing potential ⇥, thus providing a new cosmological
observable [15–19].

Accurate analysis of CMB anisotropies requires cor-
rect modeling of the covariance matrix of the lensed
power spectra. Indeed, CMB lensing breaks the statis-
tical isotropy of the Gaussian unlensed CMB by corre-
lating the various modes. This introduces o⇥-diagonal
terms in the power spectrum covariance. Calculations of
the non-Gaussian covariance of the lensed power spectra
have been performed in both flat sky [20, 21] and full sky
[22] cases, but these calculations make the approximation
that some high-order terms in the lensing potential are
negligible.

In the advent of low-noise and high-resolution CMB ex-
periments that will be able to probe polarization of the
CMB at the arcminute scale (SPTPol, ACTPol [23], PO-
LARBEAR [24]), it becomes necessary to assess the va-
lidity of the current approximations for the non-Gaussian
power spectra covariance, and study the impact on cos-
mological parameter estimation. The purpose of this
paper is therefore to investigate in detail the impact
of the non-Gaussianities induced by CMB lensing and
quantify the information contained in the power spectra.
We introduce a new semi-analytical approach to compute
the power spectrum covariance matrix and validate our

Contribution of LSS at different redshifts to the lensing potential power spectrum
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Planck Collaboration: Gravitational lensing by large-scale structures with Planck

Fig. 17. Cross-spectra of the Planck MV lensing potential with several galaxy catalogs, scaled by the signal-to-noise weighting
factor Ag�

L defined in Eq. (52). Cross-correlations are detected at approximately 20� significance for NVSS, 10� for SDSS LRGs
and 7� for both MaxBCG and WISE.

the Planck MV lensing potential: the NVSS quasar catalog, the
MaxBCG cluster catalog, an SDSS LRG catalog, and an infrared
catalog from the WISE satellite. The error bars for each correla-
tion are measured from the scatter of simulated lens reconstruc-
tions correlated with each catalog map, and are in generally good
agreement (at the 20% level) with analytical expectations. These
catalogs are discussed in more detail below.

1. NVSS Quasars: The NRAO VLA Sky Survey (NVSS)
(Condon et al. 1998) is a catalog of approximately two mil-
lion sources north of � = �40� which is 50% complete at
2.5mJy. Most of the bright sources are AGN-powered ra-
dio galaxies and quasars. We process this catalog follow-
ing Smith et al. (2007), pixelizing the catalog at HEALPix
Nside = 256 and projecting out the azimuthally symmetric
modes of the galaxy distribution in ecliptic coordinates to
avoid systematic striping e↵ects in the NVSS dataset. We
model the expected cross-correlation for this catalog using
a constant b(z) = 1.7 and a redshift distribution centered at
z0 = 1.1 given by

dN
dz
/
8>><
>>:

exp
⇣
� (z�z0)2

2(0.8)2

⌘
(z  z0)

exp
⇣
� (z�z0)2

2(0.3)2

⌘
(z � z0).

(54)

For this model, in the correlation with the MV lens recon-
struction we measure an amplitude of Âg�

NVSS = 1.03 ± 0.05.
2. SDSS LRGs: We use the LRG catalog of Ross et al. (2011);

Ho et al. (2012) based on Sloan Digital Sky Survey Data
Release 8 (SDSS DR8), which covers 25% of the sky. After
cutting to select all sources with photometric redshift 0.4 
z  0.8, and pgal > 0.2, we are left with approximately 1.4 ⇥
106 objects with a mean redshift of z = 0.55 and a scatter
of ±0.07. Apart from the cut above, we do not perform any
additional weighting on pgal. We model this catalog using
dN/dz taken from the histogram of photometric redshifts,

and take b(z) = 2. We measure Âg�
LRGs = 0.96 ± 0.10, very

consistent with expectation.
3. MaxBCG Clusters: The MaxBCG cluster catalog (Koester

et al. 2007) is a collection of 13, 823 clusters over approx-
imately 20% of the sky selected from the SDSS photomet-
ric data, covering a redshift range 0.1  z  0.3. It is be-
lieved to be 90% pure and more than 85% complete for
clusters with M � 1 ⇥ 1014M�. To simplify the sky cover-
age, we have discarded the three southern SDSS stripes in
the catalog, which reduces the overall sky coverage to ap-
proximately 17%. There are accurate photometric redshifts
(�z ⇠ 0.01) for all objects in the catalog, and so we can
construct dN/dz directly from the histogram of the redshift
distribution. Although these clusters are at very low red-
shift compared to the typical structures which source the
CMB lensing potential, they are strong tracers of dark mat-
ter, with an e↵ective bias parameter of b(z) = 3 (Huetsi
2009). We obtain a similar average bias parameter hb(M, z)i
for the MaxBCG clusters if we combine the mass-richness
relation of Bauer et al. (2012) and the halo bias prescription
of Tinker et al. (2010). Here measure a correlation with the
Planck lensing potential of Âg�

MaxBCG = 1.54 ± 0.21. This
is significantly larger than expected given the simple model
above, although as can be seen in Fig. 17 the shape of the
correlation is reasonable agreement.

4. WISE Catalog: The Wide Field Survey Infrared Explorer
(WISE) satellite (Wright et al. 2010) has mapped the full
sky in four frequency bands W1—W4 at 3.4, 4.6, 12, and
22 µm respectively. We start from the full mission catalog,
which contains over five hundred and sixty million objects.
To obtain a catalog with roughly uniform sensitivity over
the full sky and to eliminate stellar contamination we fol-
low Kovacs et al. (2013), selecting all sources with W1 mag-
nitudes less than 15.2 at galactic latitudes greater than 10� ,
and require W1 � W2 > 0.2 and W2 � W3 > 2.9. We cut

22

b(z) = 1.7 ! Âg�
NVSS = 1.03± 0.05 (⇡ 20�)

b(z) = 2 ! Âg�
LRGs = 0.96± 0.10 (⇡ 10�)

b(z) = 3 ! Âg�
MaxBCG

= 1.54± 0.21 (⇡ 7�)

b(z) = 1 ! Âg�
WISE = 0.97± 0.13 (⇡ 7�)
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XVII. Gravitational lensing by large scale structures
XIX. The integrated Sachs-Wolfe effect

CMB lensing - External tracers

The Planck Collaboration XVII, 2013

+ similar measurements from SPT, ACT, PolarBear
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Cross-correlations
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Ĉ
`

=
1

2`+ 1

`X

m=�`

|T
`m

|2

T (n̂)

T
`m

1  z  5

C
`

⇠ (1� ↵
`

)C̃
`

+
X

`1`2

C��

`1
C̃
`2F``1`2

CXY

`

=

Z
�⇤

0
d�

wX(�)wY (�)

f2
K

(�)
P (`/�,�) (1)

CXY

`

⇠
Z

�⇤

0
d�wX(�)wY (�)P (`/�,�) (2)

with XY 2 {l, g, s}, for CMB lensing, Galaxy density and Cosmic shear.
The kernel read

wl(�) / ⌦
m

H2
0

�⇤ � �

�⇤

�

a
(3)

wg(�) / b
dN

d�
(4)

ws(�) / H2
0⌦m

�

a

Z
�⇤

�

d�0dN

d�0
�0 � �

�0 (5)

Ĉ
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Cross-correlations
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CMB lensing Galaxy distribution Weak lensing on galaxies

Angular power spectrum 
of the cross-correlation Matter power spectrum

Galaxy distribution, density and shape 
noise from LSST science book

62σ ~ 1.6%

106σ ~ 1%

82σ ~ 1.2%

143σ ~ 0.6%

Similar measurements are underway 
within the Dark Energy Survey (DES)
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Cross-correlations
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4%

2%

1.4%

3%

1.5%

0.8%

These cross-correlation 
contain huge statistical power

CMB lensing bring new LSS 
observation, with CMB data

Next steps: include CMB 
lensing in FoM calculations
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Conclusions

CMB & LSS
2 complementary probes

Arcminute scale CMB experiments provides additional information on the 
Large-Scale Structure of the Universe: CMB lensing, SZ effect 

Full-sky CMB & LSS data needed for ISW (not mentioned here)

CMB lensing

CMB lensing can be considered as a new probe of the matter distribution

Different systematics, bias free, no observational effects (source distribution)

Hardly mentioned  in LSST Science Book (i.e. detailed forecasts needed)

Item for discussions

Other LSS probes from CMB: SZ, ISW

CMB data around 2025


